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Foreword

Pembrokeshire County Council is responsible for promoting high educational 
standards and for delivering efficient primary and secondary education.  Having 
the right schools in the right places and ensuring that they are fit for the 21st 
century learner is a challenge facing councils across Wales.

Meeting this challenge involves reviewing the number and type of school the 
Council has in its area and assessing whether or not best use is being made of 
its resources and facilities.

The Council reviews its provision on the basis of:
 Quality and future sustainability of educational provision
 Sufficiency and accessibility of school places
 The condition, suitability and standard of school buildings
 Value for money

This Consultation Report sets out the statutory consultation undertaken regarding 
the case for change to the primary education provision in the Angle Peninsula.  In 
addition, all responses received during the consultation period are recorded, 
together with a summary of each of the issues raised by consultees.  These are 
accompanied by a clarification or rejection (as appropriate) of any concerns.  

Pembrokeshire County Council will consider this Consultation Report at its 
extraordinary meeting on 14th January 2016.

Kate Evan-Hughes
Director for Children and Schools
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1. Introduction

Pembrokeshire County Council has a statutory duty to secure sufficient and 
suitable school places in its area and to determine whether it is making the 
best use of the resources and facilities to deliver the opportunities that 
children deserve.

Preliminary consultation was undertaken with staff, governors, parents and 
the general public during October 2014 on the future direction for primary 
education provision on the Angle Peninsula.  As a result, the Director for 
Children and Schools submitted a report to Council in May 2015 in order to 
report on the outcome of that consultation and to recommend a way forward. 

The subsequent statutory consultation was undertaken during a six week 
period from 3rd September 2015 to 16th October 2015.

This document represents the County Council’s responsibility as part of the 
School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 to publish a 
Consultation Document.  This document:

 Summarises each of the issues raised by consultees;
 Responds to these issues by means of clarification or rejection of the 

concerns with supporting reasons, and
 Sets out Estyn’s view of the overall merits of the proposal.

The decision of Pembrokeshire County Council on 14th May 2015 was 
as follows:

That the Director for Children and Schools be authorised to 
commence statutory consultation on the proposal to discontinue 
Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and Stackpole VC School, 
and establish a new 3-11 Voluntary Controlled English medium 
school for the Angle peninsula.
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2. Distribution of Consultation Report
This Consultation Report will be distributed to the following:

The Governing Bodies, parents, staff 
and pupils of schools which are the 
subject of the proposals:
 Angle VC School
 Stackpole VC School
 Orielton CP School

The Governing Bodies, parents and 
staff of schools which are likely to be 
affected by the proposals:
 Golden Grove School
 Lamphey CP School
 Monkton Priory Community School

 Director of Education – Diocese of 
St Davids

 Director of Education – Diocese of 
Menevia

The Town and Community Councils of: 
Angle, Hundleton, Stackpole & 
Castlemartin, Lamphey  and 
Pembroke

 The Welsh Ministers  Estyn
 Angela Burns AM – Constituency 
 Rebecca Evans AM – Regional
 Simon Thomas AM – Regional
 Joyce Watson AM – Regional
 William Powell AM - Regional
 Simon Hart MP 
 Cllr. J. Allen-Mirehouse – 

Angle/Hundleton
 Cllr. P. Llewellyn - Monkton
 Cllr. W. Williams – St Mary – North
 Cllr. D. Bush – St Mary – South
 Cllr. J. Nutting – St Michael
 Cllr. T. Hodgson – Lamphey 

 National Union of Teachers (NUT)
 NASUWT
 UCAC
 ATL
 NAHT
 ASCLE
 UNISON
 GMB

ERW – Regional Education Consortium SWWITCH – Regional Transport 
Consortium

Christopher Salmon – Dyfed Powys 
Police and Crime Commissioner

Children & Young People’s 
Partnership (CYPP) - Early Years, 
Childcare and Learning Group

Registered independent childcare 
providers via Family Information Service 

Pembrokeshire Communities First

Hywel Dda Health Board Pembrokeshire Local Service Board
Carmarthenshire County Council Ceredigion County Council
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park

In addition, this report will be distributed to all consultees who have specifically 
requested to be advised of its availability.



3

3. Consultation Arrangements
3.1 General Arrangements
The Consultation Document was published on 3rd September 2015; this date also 
represented the beginning of the statutory consultation period.  The consultation 
period lasted six weeks and ended on 16th October 2015.  The Consultation 
Document was distributed / links sent to all statutory consultees listed on Page 2 
of that document.

The Consultation Document was made available on the County Council’s website 
at www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay. 

Press releases were issued to the local media on 21st August and 24th 
September 2015 to raise awareness of the consultation and to highlight how local 
people could take part in the process.  In addition, the public consultation session 
was publicised by means of flyers.

3.2 Public Meetings

A consultation session for Staff and Governors was held on 16th September 2015 
at Pembroke Town Hall.  A public consultation session was held on 28th 

September 2015, also at Pembroke Town Hall.

The format of the above meetings was as follows:
1. Introduction to the proposal and a brief description of the process  - Mrs Kate 

Evan-Hughes (Head of Education)
2. Introduction of other officers present
3. Question and Answer session
4. Consultees encouraged to respond to the consultation using one of the 

published methods by 16th October 2015

Those attending the sessions were provided with hard copies of the Consultation 
Document and response forms; copies of both were left at schools.

The events were well attended, with approximately 50 people attending on the 
28th September event.  Copies of all calling letters, flyer and press releases of the 
above meetings are shown in APPENDIX A.

3.3 Pupil Consultation
Consultation with pupils was facilitated by the Authority’s Consultation and 
Marketing Officer (Children and Young People) as follows:

Angle VC School – 1st October 2015
Orielton CP School – 2nd October 2015
Stackpole VC School – 25th September 2015

A record of this consultation is summarised in the document referenced as 
APPENDIX B. 

http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay
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3.4 Consultation with Diocesan Director of Education
In view of the status of two of the schools subject to the proposal being Church in 
Wales Voluntary Controlled schools, consultation with the Director of Education 
of the Diocese of St David’s has taken place.  This took place prior to the 
publication of the Consultation Document and the decision of Council to proceed 
to consultation.  A 28 day consultation period was allowed for this purpose.

It is the Diocese’s view that in order to preserve the Church’s involvement in 
primary education provision in the Angle peninsula, that a new school should 
retain a religious character which will conform to the doctrines of the Church in 
Wales.

4. Consultation Correspondence
4.1 Volume and Profile of Responses Received 

A total of 380 responses were received via the online web link, general and 
“pupil-friendly” response forms, emails and letters.  The breakdown is as follows:

Online web link / hard copy forms 347
Letters / emails 30
School Councils 3

TOTAL 380

The profile of respondents is given below and reflects all descriptions given.  This 
profile indicates respondents’ role as part of the consultation and may indicate 
multiple roles, e.g. parent, staff and local resident; as a result the total does not 
equal the total number of responses received.

Angle 
VC 

School

Orielton 
CP 

School

Stackpole 
VC School

Other Total

Pupils 0 0 0 0 0
Parents 26 69 46 0 141
Staff 6 18 2 0 26
Governors 9 11 4 0 24
Other 0 0 0 10 10
Elected members 3 3
Residents 0 0 0 171 171

41 98 52 184 378
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4.2 Response from Estyn
The County Council has received a detailed response to the proposal from Estyn.  
Its overall conclusion of the proposal is as follows:

 It is likely that the current proposal will at least maintain education provision and 
outcomes for pupils in the area.

The proposer has set out a clear rationale for the proposal.  This focuses well on 
the advantages to pupils of a new, larger better equipped school building and 
improvements in provision that may be possible under the current proposal.  The 
proposer, reasonably states for each school, that due to the low numbers of 
pupils in each cohort any analysis of pupils’ attainment should be treated with 
caution. The proposal outlines clearly, and in good detail, what the local authority 
considers to be the advantages of the plan.  However, the proposer has not 
considered any disadvantages to the proposal sufficiently well.

The full response to the proposal from Estyn is attached in APPENDIX D.

5. Consultation Responses
5.1 General consensus
Where respondents chose to utilise the online or hard-copy form provided, they 
were asked to indicate which of the following statements best reflected their 
views.

Total
Number %

I do not feel strongly one way or the other 1 0.3
I support the proposal 233 67
I do not support the proposal 96 27.7
Left blank 17 5

347 100%
                                                                                      

The overall consensus of the comments and observations received during the 
statutory consultation period is that there is support for the proposal.  67% of 
respondents supported the proposal and overall, they agreed that the situation 
regarding the three schools needed to be improved, with an acceptance of the 
potential opportunity of a new school being provided.  The majority of support 
was from Orielton and Angle related responses constituting 30.9%, and a large 
number of local residents (33.6%) replying positively. However it was noted in the 
qualitative analysis that some of the responses from Angle were reluctant in their 
support of the proposal.   General comments supporting the proposal were made 
74 times in the responses received.  These included comments which 
commended the proposed central location of the new school for all three 
catchment areas. 
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5.2 Issues / Concerns raised by consultees

The list of all comments received during the consultation period is attached as 
APPENDIX C.  A qualitative analysis of these comments has been undertaken 
and this reveals a number of issues, a detailed list of which, along with the 
Authority’s appropriate responses, are given below.  The aim of the analysis has 
been to capture, interpret and present the public’s perception in relation to the 
proposal as faithfully as possible.  All comments have been afforded equal 
weighting, regardless of their source, or the extent of the content.

The correspondence received reveals a number of issues which have been 
raised by consultees.  These reflect both support and areas of concern and are 
listed below.

Transport issues including traffic issues, general accessibility, times and 
distances
A large number of respondents raised issues of travel and transportation, 
irrespective of whether they supported the proposal or not.  These concerns 
ranged from the loss of choice of walking to school, the use of school transport, 
travel times, the distance the children/parents will need to travel, various current 
and potential traffic issues, general road conditions, road safety issues and 
children’s welfare whilst travelling from home to school.

Support for utilising the current Stackpole school site and concerns 
regarding its loss if the proposal proceeds
The majority of the respondents who indicated opposition for the proposal had a 
preference for the new school to be located in Stackpole. Such a preference was 
predicated on the fact that there is sufficient available space at Stackpole VC 
school to refurbish and/or extend the current school.  

Some responses indicated that given the projected pupil numbers provided in the 
Consultation Document, it was felt that there would be greater adverse travel 
times for pupils residing in the Stackpole catchment area.  This was cited as 
having a greater effect on Stackpole than on Angle.

A strong attachment to the current Stackpole school exists, not just with pupils/ 
parents but from also past pupils, parents and residents, this is evident in the 
comments and letters received. The unique location of the current Stackpole 
school having access to woods and beaches was given as a benefit, adding 
value to the education provision on offer, but also part of the rural ethos that 
people remember and want to keep.
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Community impact, early years and after school provision, loss of identity 
and the importance of retaining a rural ethos
Many respondents described their local school as being integral to local 
community spirit, by being connected to other local facilities and fostering 
community interaction. The daily travel or walk to and from school was perceived 
to provide a valuable social interaction to the community which is in many ways 
intangible. However the potential loss of play areas has been cited as a tangible 
loss as they currently provide a common community/social area. 

Many respondents stated that the loss of the school will be the demise of the 
community with many fearing that the village areas will no longer be attractive to 
families; the loss of schools was perceived to result in current facilities 
diminishing with such areas becoming left with mainly older residents or more 
attractive to the second home/holiday market.

As a means of pre-empting community impact issues, a small number of 
respondents gave positive suggestions to help combat any potential negative 
impact on the villages. These suggestions also incorporated the new school 
proposal, by suggesting a new school brand and identity that would unify the 
three former schools and all Angle Peninsula communities. 

Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised
Roads on the Angle Peninsula 
can be treacherous in winter 
months.  

It is acknowledged that roads can be treacherous 
during winter months.  However, the situation on 
the Angle peninsula is no different to other 
remote, rural areas of Pembrokeshire.

The majority of pupils are taken 
to school by car at present. 
What assurance can be given 
that younger pupils will be 
transported safely to school?

Will transport be extended to 
pupils under statutory school 
age? 

There is no legal requirement for the Council to 
transport pupils under the statutory school age 
(<5yrs).  Based on the current Council policy, 
transport will be provided for all pupils of statutory 
school age subject to them meeting the relevant 
criteria, i.e. living within the catchment, but over 
two miles from the location of the school.  As in 
other areas, where there is spare capacity and 
with the agreement of the bus operator, transport 
may be provided for children younger than five 
years as a private arrangements between parents 
and the bus operator; the authority plays no part 
in such arrangements.

Any consideration to formally extend entitlement 
to school transport beyond the statutory school 
age would require a revision of the School 
Transport policy and would need to consider 
amongst other matters, relevant health and safety 
issues.
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised
Stackpole school currently 
offers playgroup provision. Will 
this be offered in the new school 
to assist working families and 
provide wraparound care? 

It is acknowledged that playgroup provision which 
offers wraparound care is most beneficial in 
assisting working parents.   The proposed new 
school would be designed in such a way that 
accommodation is sufficiently flexible to be able 
to accommodate playgroup provision.  However, 
the decision on whether such provision is 
provided would be a matter for the temporary 
governing body of the new school.

Will the new school building be 
eco friendly and sustainable?

Yes.  The new school will comply with BREEAM 
(Building Research Establishment’s 
Environmental Assessment Method).  BREEAM is 
a performance based assessment method and 
certification scheme for new building and its 
primary aim is to mitigate the life cycle impacts of 
new buildings on the environment in a robust and 
cost effective manner.  The new school will be 
designed so that building performance can be 
quantified by a number of individual measures 
and associated criteria stretching across a range 
of environmental issues such as reduction of CO2 
emissions, energy monitoring, energy efficient 
external lightings, low or zero carbon 
technologies, etc.

A new school brand and identity It is considered important that the new school 
develops its own brand and identity.  However, 
such decisions would be the responsibility of the 
temporary governing body of the new school prior 
to implementation.

Rural and village ethos will be 
lost through building of one big 
new school.

A 120 capacity school is not a large school.  The 
new school will continue the ethos of the existing 
schools by being a small rural school.  This will 
not only be determined by size, but also by virtue 
of the new school’s governing body likely to be 
made up of various members of the current 
schools’ governing bodies.

At a public meeting, it was 
stated that further information 
would be provided regarding the 
proposed location of the new 
school and the expected travel 
times for pupils before the 

It is considered that there is sufficient information 
contained in the Consultation Document for 
consultees’ to provide their views on the Council’s 
proposal.  

Specifically, the Consultation Document states 
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised
consultation period ends. that the location of the new school will be a site in 

the village of Hundleton.  Approximate travel 
times are reflected also.  

In response to further specific questions, the 
exact location of the proposed new school is to be 
a green-field site opposite the current Orielton CP 
school in Hundleton. Similarly there are likely to 
be two school bus routes to the new school.  
These are as follows:

i. Stackpole-Merrion-Warren-St Twynnells-
Maidenwells-Hundleton

ii. Angle-Castlemartin-Hundleton
It is anticipated that the journey times for both 
routes would no more than 30 minutes from start 
to finish.

Travel figures from the proposal 
are very misleading, as children 
will not be making direct routes. 

Travel times and routes are 
disputed, potentially causing 
unfair disruption to the greater 
numbers of pupils. 

The travel figures are not misleading.  The 
Consultation Document acknowledges that travel 
times from home to school are an important 
consideration on the Angle peninsula, particularly 
in view of the geographic isolation of its various 
communities.  The analysis and travel maps 
provided in the Consultation Document give an 
estimate of the travel times likely to be 
encountered.  Clearly, such an analysis is based 
on the current pupil population and their home 
locations. Travel times are based on the 
established road network, road classifications and 
the type of vehicle; in the case of the latter, 
school buses have been used as the basis for the 
calculation.

A perception is that a new 
school so close to Pembroke 
and Monkton will inevitably draw 
pupils from the town and create 
an overcrowding situation in the 
future.

This is a possible scenario and a new school 
often attracts pupils from other areas.  However, 
such a scenario can be mitigated against if 
parents follow the correct procedures in applying 
for school places (School Admissions).  All 
parents are advised of the Council’s School 
Admissions Arrangements and it is important that 
all applications are made in writing to the 
Admissions Officer by the required closing dates.

The proposer has not given 
sufficient reason or adequately 
assessment for discounting 

The proposer considers that it has provided a 
detailed account of the options appraisal process 
within Paragraph 5.6 of the Consultation 
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised
other alternative options within 
the proposal.

Document.  All options were appraised against 
the Investment Objectives with judgements made 
as to whether those options should be discounted 
or whether they were considered as possible 
options to take forward.

A total of 17 options were considered prior to 
arriving at the preferred option with a desktop 
scoring process undertaken against the published 
Investment Objectives.  

A remodel/ refurbishment of 
Stackpole VC School would 
provide much greater value for 
money and be more cost 
efficient. 

This is not the case.  A financial appraisal of all 
“Possible” options, including the 
remodelling/refurbishment of Stackpole VC 
school, indicates that this provides the least value 
for money.  It is important that such an appraisal 
takes into account all capital and lifecycle costs 
over a 60 year period and is not limited to the 
capital cost of remodelling/refurbishment only.  

It is perceived that the proposal 
basis is financial savings, rather 
than looking at the value and 
quality of what exists.

The primary motive for this proposal is to improve 
standards; It should be noted that none of the 
three schools is regarded as “Good or 
Outstanding” (Green) in the National 
Categorisation System.  

However, there is no doubt that financial matters 
are important; there are significant surplus places 
in all three schools and it is considered unlikely 
that this situation will change during the next five 
years.  Excess surplus places cost money 
because the schools and the Council have to run 
and maintain buildings that are bigger than they 
need to be.  From a school’s point of view, it is 
better to divert scarce financial resources to 
teaching and learning than heating half-full 
classrooms.

PCC need to listen to the local 
people and take into account 
their views and not steam roller 
over people’s ideas.

The County Council has listened to local people, 
both at the preliminary engagement exercise 
undertaken during the autumn of 2014 and 
currently, as part of statutory consultation.  All 
responses are articulated to the decision makers, 
i.e. the County Council, so that members are 
made aware of views and concerns before they 
make their decisions.
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised

There are many flaws in this 
consultation already; you are 
asking our opinions on 
something you don’t have all the 
answers to.

The content of the Consultation Document 
provides answers to the more common questions 
arising regarding the proposal.  A number of 
people have raised queries concerning certain 
issues during the consultation period and where 
possible, these have been responded to.  
However, it is acknowledged that the answers to 
some questions have not been provided as they 
are being developed as part of the Business Case 
process for obtaining capital funding.  

To conclude, the consultation process is not 
flawed and all consultees’ views on the proposal 
have been considered and are reflected in this 
document.

5.3 Issues raised by pupils
The main issues of concern received from pupils are listed below, in order of 
greatest concern:

Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns Raised
The travel to the new school 
and all the little new comers 
having to go on a bus.

Travelling on the bus and 
travelling on bumpy roads.

It is acknowledged that pupils may have some 
anxiety about travelling on a school bus.  
However, the Angle peninsula is not unique in 
that respect and it is not uncommon for young 
children to travel to school by taxi or bus – 
currently nearly 600 pupils aged 4-11 benefit 
from home to school transport.

Risk of losing friends

Fear of bullying

Subject to parental preference, all pupils on 
roll at Angle, Orielton and Stackpole schools 
at the time of closure will transfer to the new 
school.  It is more likely that new friends will 
be gained.

My teachers might be nasty, 
because it will be a new school I 
won’t know where to go

Not having a nice teacher and 
no school trips

The Headteacher and staff of the new school 
will ensure that pupils’ wellbeing and 
standards are at the forefront of everything 
they do.  Pupils will naturally feel some anxiety 
at going to a new school and events will be 
organised which will aid transition between the 
current and new schools in the months leading 
up to the formation of the new school.
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The new school will be a “small school” and 
pupils will become acquainted very quickly 
with its layout.  It is likely that the school’s 
approach to educational trips and visits will not 
be dissimilar to existing schools.

What will happen to our old 
school?

The title of land and buildings of the three 
current schools is described in the 
Consultation Document, but are reproduced 
here: 

Angle VC School
The school and site is in the ownership of the 
St David’s Diocesan Board of Finance.  
Should the proposal proceed, the school and 
main site would return to the Diocese with an 
assumption that a lease on an adjoining piece 
of land (used as a soft play area) would be 
surrendered.

Stackpole VC School
The school and site is in the ownership of the 
Council.  However, there appear to be some 
restrictive covenants which suggest that the 
site would need to be offered to the 
descendants of the original vendors.

Orielton CP School
The school and site is in the ownership of the 
Council.  However, there appear to be some 
restrictive covenants which apply to some 
areas of the site.

Any site disposal will be undertaken by the 
Council’s Property Services Division.

5.4 Issues raised by Estyn
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Whilst Estyn’s opinion of the proposal is shown at Para. 4.2, a number of 
supplementary comments are made.  

Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns 
Raised

The proposal outlines clearly, and 
in good detail, what the local 
authority considers to be the 
advantages of the plan. However, 
the proposer has not considered 
any disadvantages to the 
proposal sufficiently well.

With the exception of the proposed closure 
of three small rural schools, it is not 
considered that there are major 
disadvantages to the proposal.  
Predictably, there is resistance to change, 
particularly in relation to the loss of primary 
school provision from two communities.  
The cogent arguments received from 
Angle and Stackpole are testament to this.

It is considered that the loss of 
“community” will be felt worse by 
Stackpole.  The Community Impact 
Assessment included as part of the 
Consultation Document recognises that the 
closure of Stackpole VC school is likely to 
have a higher community impact than the 
closure of either of the other two schools 
on the peninsula and that this is due to a 
lack of alternative community provision. As 
a result, the Council will need to consider 
whether there can be any alternative uses 
for the Stackpole school site following 
implementation of the proposal.

However, the proposal will result in a new 
school which is sustainable for the future, 
both educationally and environmentally 
and the advantages of the proposal reflect 
these.  As a result, it is considered that the 
advantages of the proposal outweigh the 
disadvantages. 

The proposal notes that 
consultation with the Director of 
Education for the Diocese of St 
David’s took place prior to the 
publication of this consultation 
document. Following this 
consultation, ‘the new school will 
be a Church in Wales Voluntary 
Controlled Primary school’ and 

Currently, two of the schools which are the 
subject of this proposal, i.e. Angle and 
Stackpole, are Church schools.  The third 
school included in the proposal is a 
Community school (Orielton CP).  The 
proposer considers that the ethos of the 
new school will be supportive of, and 
considerate to, pupils, parents and staff of 
any religious or secular belief.  As a result, 
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns 
Raised

‘will have a religious character 
which will conform with the 
doctrines of the Church in Wales’. 
There may be parents who do not 
wish their child to attend a school 
with a religious character, 
however, the proposal states that 
the nearest non-denominational 
school is situated 1.8 miles from 
the proposed new school.

the diversity of faith, religion and belief at 
the new school will be increased.

Alternatively, any parent who wishes to 
express a preference for their child to 
attend a community school will continue to 
be able to do so in neighbouring schools in 
Lamphey, Monkton or Pembroke.

The proposer appears to have 
considered a good range of 
alternatives when considering 
proposals for education in the 
area. Within the consultation, five 
other options are noted as 
‘possible’ along with the proposed 
option. However, the proposal 
does not make clear enough why 
these five options were discarded 
in favour of the proposal in this 
document.

The proposer considers that it has 
provided a detailed account of the options 
appraisal process within Paragraph 5.6 of 
the Consultation Document.  All options 
were appraised against the Investment 
Objectives with judgements made as to 
whether those options should be 
discounted or whether they were 
considered as possible options to take 
forward.
Options 4c, 5b, 5c and 5d all scored 
similarly.  However, the preferred option, 
i.e. the proposal, was favoured due to the 
greater accessibility to a larger number of 
the pupil population.

In relation to options 6a and 6b, 
Federations were considered as being 
possible.  However it was considered that 
the benefits of a new school would 
outweigh those of a Federated school in 
this area

Also, the proposal has not 
considered well enough the 
impact that increased travel time 
may have on some pupils’ ability 
to access important provision. For 
example, how would these pupils 
be able to access any breakfast 
club or take part in any after-
school, extra-curricular activities if 
attending the new school meant 
using local authority provided 

It is acknowledged that participation in 
breakfast clubs and after school clubs, 
provides valuable assistance to working 
parents and that the latter, in particular, is 
beneficial to pupils.

Whilst such provision is the responsibility 
of the governing body to determine, there 
is no reason to believe that the new school 
would not provide a breakfast club or an 
effective after school programme.  There is 
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns 
Raised

transport? also no reason why the school cannot 
make specific arrangements with school 
transport providers so that after school 
activities can be accommodated.  For 
example, one or two afternoons per week 
could be designated as enrichment 
sessions which focus on particular aspects 
of literacy, numeracy or STEM subjects.  In 
such cases, school transport could be 
delayed by one hour in order for such 
activities to take place. 

The proposal appears to create a 
few surplus places in the new 
school, as compared to current 
figures in the three separate 
schools. However this number is 
relatively small and appears to 
take into account projected pupil 
numbers well. Of note, is the 
number of part-time places for 
younger pupils proposed in the 
proposed new school. The local 
authority proposes to create 
fewer places at a new school 
than the number of part-time 
pupils in the three existing 
schools. As the proposal does not 
provide any projected figures for 
the future number of part-time 
pupils, it is not possible to 
comment on the proposed new 
school’s ability to accommodate 
these pupils.

Combined nursery provision at the three 
current schools equates to 32 FTE places 
(Angle VC = 2 FTE, Orielton CP = 8 FTE, 
Stackpole VC = 22 FTE)

The January 2015 PLASC return showed 
that there was a combined total of 10 FTE 
nursery children on roll across the three 
schools, equating to only 31% occupancy 
(Angle VC = 0.5 FTE, Orielton CP = 3.5 
FTE, Stackpole VC = 6 FTE)

Forecasts for future numbers for nursery 
pupils indicate that demand for nursery 
places will remain steady at, or around, 10 
FTE places for the next five years. The 
proposed new school will have 17 FTE 
nursery places, thus removing 15 FTE 
surplus places from across the three 
schools whilst still allowing capacity for 
growth or increase in demand.

The proposal notes that the 
closure of the three primary 
schools may have an impact on 
the local community. For 
example, the proposal notes that 
Stackpole Primary School 
provides a breakfast club, an 
after-school club and that a 
‘mother and toddler group’ meets 
at the school for two hours a 

Consideration is being given to providing 
community facilities in the new school and 
this is being undertaken as part of 
preliminary work to ascertain the level of 
accommodation required.  It should be 
noted that the design of accommodation 
has to allow for flexibility so that rooms can 
be utilised for different purposes, i.e. within 
the context of a 21st Century school.  Such 
flexibility would ensure that the 
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Concerns / Comments Authority Response to Concerns 
Raised

week. However, the proposal is 
unclear about how these issues 
may be addressed, noting only 
that ‘consideration will be given to 
the provision of community 
facilities within the new school 
should this be feasible’ and that 
the provision would be available 
for community use but only 
outside of school hours.

accommodation can be utilised both during 
and outside school hours.

The proposal reasonably 
assumes that creating a new, 
more modern school with a larger 
staff will improve and broaden 
provision for pupils. The 
consultation notes accurately that 
two of the three schools in the 
proposal have attendance figures 
consistently in the lower 50% 
when compared with similar 
schools. The proposal considers 
this can be improved in a new, 
larger school. However, they 
have not provided sufficient 
evidence to substantiate this.

A larger school would be able to provide a 
dedicated staff member to monitor and 
support attendance. Many schools have 
staff who have a responsibility to support 
pupils and families with attendance issues. 
The evidence supports the link between 
this key role and the improvements in 
attendance in schools. In the proposed 
school this would be a key role to be 
included in the staffing structure.

The proposal makes a general 
note that ‘provision for pupils with 
Additional Learning Needs will be 
strengthened to provide more 
dedicated support in a wider 
range of specialist areas’. It also 
notes than any new school will be 
fully accessible. However, it has 
not considered the impact of the 
proposal on pupils with Special 
Educational Needs in sufficient 
detail.

As a 21st Century school the building will 
be designed to meet the needs of all 
learners. The school will have increased 
capacity to support pupils with Special 
Educational Needs firstly through the 
increased access to a wider range of 
teacher and support staff knowledge and 
skills in the school. The new school will 
also have increased capacity to develop 
staff skills through continuous professional 
development. 
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 Anna Wilson 

01437 775855

15th August, 2015 

GIVE YOUR VIEWS ON ANGLE EDUCATION PROPOSALS 

Public consultation is about to start on Pembrokeshire County Council’s proposal to establish a 
new primary school for the Angle peninsula. 

The County Council is proposing to discontinue Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and 
Stackpole VC School and establish a new voluntary controlled school for children aged 3 to 11. 

A consultation document and response form will be available on the County Council’s website 
from Thursday, 3rd September, at www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay 

The closing date for responses is Friday, 16th October 2015. 

There will also be a public information session at Pembroke Town Hall on Monday, 28th 
September from 6.30pm to 8pm. 

Kate Evan-Hughes, Director for Children and Schools, will give a presentation on the proposal, to 
be followed by a question and answer session.  

Parents, teachers, and other local residents are invited to come and give their views. 

The County Council’s proposal for a new school follows preliminary consultation on multiple 
options for education for the Angle peninsula.  

The findings of the statutory consultation will be considered by County Council before they make 
a decision.

For further information, contact Anna Wilson, Press and PR Officer, on 01437 775855. The 
Council’s press releases are also available on the Authority’s website; 
www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Anna Wilson 

01437 775855

3rd September, 2015 

CONSULTATION STARTS ON ANGLE EDUCATION 
PROPOPALS  

A public consultation has started today (Thursday, 3rd September) on 
Pembrokeshire County Council’s proposal to establish a new primary school for 
the Angle peninsula. 

The County Council is proposing to close Angle VC School, Orielton CP School 
and Stackpole VC School, and establish a new voluntary controlled school for 
children aged 3 to 11. 

Members of the public can give their views on the County Council’s website at 
www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay 

Those who don’t have access to the internet can request a copy of the 
consultation document and response form by phoning the Council’s contact 
centre on 01437 764551.

The closing date for responses is Friday, 16th October 2015. 

The findings of the consultation will be considered by the County Council 
before they make a decision. 

There will also be a public information session at Pembroke Town Hall on 
Monday, 28th September from 6.30pm to 8pm, where Kate Evan-Hughes, 
Director for Children and Schools, will give a presentation, to be followed by a 
question and answer session.  

For further information, contact Anna Wilson, Press and PR Officer, on 
01437 775855. The Council’s press releases are also available on the 
Authority’s website; www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay
http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/
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APPENDIX B
Pupil Consultation
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GOOD THINGS

 New uniform

 New friends

 New teachers

 New clubs

 New environment

 Bigger playground so we can play different 
games

 Nice to have a sports field

BAD THINGS

 Don’t want it to be too big

 Like being able to walk to school

 What happens if we miss the bus to the new 
school?

 Some parents don’t drive how will they get their 
children to the new school

 We are close to lots of things in our community 
like the local shop, park, church and beach, 
which we wouldn’t have at the new school

 Some children get travel sick, and it would be a 
long distance for them to travel to school

 How many buses will there be? Will there be a 
teacher on each bus, as some children wouldn’t 
feel confident going on the bus, especially for 
any three year olds going on the bus to school

NAME OF SCHOOL:  ANGLE SCHOOL ( Four pupils on the School Council)

Review of Education Provision on the Angle Peninsula

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

Pembrokeshire County Council needs to make sure it is doing its best to provide children and 
young people in Pembrokeshire with the best education possible.
After talking to staff, governors, parents, pupils and the public last year about a number of different 
options to look at the future of  Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and Stackpole VC School, it 
was agreed to go back and talk to the same groups of people about the idea below...

‘Create a new 3-11 Voluntary Controlled English Medium School for the Angle Peninsula.’
The Council would now like to see what you think about this option. Please take a few minutes to 
write down your thoughts. We would like to know whether you think it is a good thing/bad thing, are 
you excited about the idea of a new school and is there anything you feel worried about.
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 Worried that families won’t want to live in the 
village any more, or that families that do live 
there will move away

 Worried the village will turn into a ‘ghost town’ if 
new families don’t come and live here, and that 
could be bad news for businesses in the village

 We would lose the community feel

 Our community is on our doorstep

 If the school has to close we want to be as close 
to Angle as we can

 Feel safe where we are

 Parents meet up at the school gates and arrange 
play dates for us etc... which we will lose if we 
have to travel on the bus

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW SCHOOL
 New resources

 New road layout so that it makes the travelling easier

 Trips back to Angle so that we are able to carry on doing the activities that we like

 Colourful displays and whiteboards, light, airey, spacious

 It needs to be fair, so we all need to start at a new school, with a new identity and 
uniform

I AM EXCITED ABOUT:  
 Making new friends and designing a new uniform
 The classrooms and bigger lessons
 Making new friends and everyone joining together to make a bigger school
 Making new friends and new uniform



34

I AM WORRIED ABOUT:
 The community closing down not a park to walk to and not a shop to walk to
 The travel to the new school and all the little new comers having to go on a bus
 Travelling on the bus and travelling on bumpy roads
 The bus because of travel sick and bigger school
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GOOD THINGS

 New school would be cleaner

 More friends

 More space

 Better playground

 Won’t be as crowded

 More people in a class

 More people to talk to

 Newer and more play equipment and 
resources

BAD THINGS

 What would happen to our old school building?
Some children might not be able to walk to school 
as easily as they do now

 We feel safe at our school

 We might not have a chance to go to competitions, 
as there would be more children to compete against

 It would be alot different

 There could be more chance of bullying as there are 
more children

 People might not want to go to a new school , so 
might change and go to another school

Review of Education Provision on the Angle Peninsula

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

                                        

Pembrokeshire County Council needs to make sure it is doing its best to provide children and 
young people in Pembrokeshire with the best education possible.
After talking to staff, governors, parents, pupils and the public last year about a number of different 
options to look at the future of  Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and Stackpole VC School, it 
was agreed to go back and talk to the same groups of people about the idea below...

‘Create a new 3-11 Voluntary Controlled English Medium School for the Angle Peninsula.’
The Council would now like to see what you think about this option. Please take a few minutes to 
write down your thoughts. We would like to know whether you think it is a good thing/bad thing, are 
you excited about the idea of a new school and is there anything you feel worried about.

NAME OF SCHOOL:  ORIELTON SCHOOL ( Six pupils on the school council)
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Review of Education Provision on the Angle Peninsula

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

                                        

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW SCHOOL
 Newer books
 Bit cleaner
 Newer desks
 Bigger library
 Bigger pitch with astro turf and fenced off
 Music room
 Bigger classroom
 More teachers would mean more people to help you
 It would be nice to have just our year group in one class, so that we haven’t got lots of 

different year groups together, if it was just our year we would just concentrate on our work 
and would be able to get more help

 Just having our year group in our class would give us more privacy and would be with just 
children who are close in age to us and we wouldn’t have lots of separate work going on in 
the classroom

 A bigger hall with a stage
 New equipment
 More chances to go and use new equipment

I AM EXCITED ABOUT:  
 More equipment
 Other equipment
 Having new friends in the new school if it is being built
 Having more space to play
 Making new friends and seeing the new school
 A bigger, better playground

I AM WORRIED ABOUT:
 Bullies in the new school
 Not being able to go to more competitions like we do with a smaller school
 My friends might go to another school
 My big brother won’t be there and there might not be someone to talk to about personal 

things
 Other people in this school
 What will happen to our old school
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GOOD THINGS

 More friends and more people to play with

 We already have transition for Pembroke 
school with Angle and Orielton, so all being in 
the same school would make this even easier

 More room for pick up and drop off and 
parking cars would be good

 We think there is already plenty of space 
within our school building, so this wouldn’t 
make much difference to us in a new school

BAD THINGS

 School would be bigger so won’t know everybody 
there

 Won’t know the teachers

 Wouldn’t want to have to travel too far to a new 
school

 Worried about not having nice teachers

Pembrokeshire County Council needs to make sure it is doing its best to provide children and 
young people in Pembrokeshire with the best education possible.
After talking to staff, governors, parents, pupils and the public last year about a number of different 
options to look at the future of  Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and Stackpole VC School, it 
was agreed to go back and talk to the same groups of people about the idea below...

‘Create a new 3-11 Voluntary Controlled English Medium School for the Angle Peninsula.’
The Council would now like to see what you think about this option. Please take a few minutes to 
write down your thoughts. We would like to know whether you think it is a good thing/bad thing, are 
you excited about the idea of a new school and is there anything you feel worried about.

NAME OF SCHOOL:  STACKPOLE SCHOOL ( Eight pupils on the school council)

[Type a quote from the 
document or the summary of 
an interesting point. You can 
position the text box 
anywhere in the document. 
Use the Text Box Tools tab to 
change the formatting of the 
pull quote text box.]

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW SCHOOL
 Bigger classrooms with lots of space
 Music room
 Library
 Basketball hoops
 Sports equipment
 Goal posts
 More cloakrooms
 Astroturf
 More toilets
 Arts and crafts room
 Opportunities for learning language
 School bus
 Taxi bus
 To be involved in designing the school badge and uniform
 More golden time

I AM EXCITED ABOUT:  
 I am excited about having new friends and having new teachers and classrooms
 The school being bigger because when we go up to comp we will know more people
 Seeing new friends and how the classrooms would look and if there was lots of toys
 Having fun and new friends, big classrooms
 I am excited about having new friends
 I might have nice teachers, I will have loads of friends, there will be loads of room to play
 Everything
 Making some new friends

I AM WORRIED ABOUT:
 The new people might not be very nice
 The cook, the teacher, different things
 Not knowing everybody
 I am worried about everything being different
 Having mean teachers
 If we have a bus and where its going so it would go where ever to pick people up
 My teachers might be nasty, because it will be a new school I won’t know where to go
 Not having a nice teacher and no school trips
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APPENDIX C
RESPONSES RECEIVED – ANGLE PENINSULA STATUTORY CONSULTATION
 

Ref. Comments

2 1.  P36 "Stackpole does not have alternate community facilities ...".  There is a church hall adjacent to Stackpole Elidor Church which is used 
for church fundraising events; meetings; talks by invited speakers etc. 
2.  Regarding sports/PE at Angle School - pupils do not know how to play football, rounders, team games.  A female LSA shows pupils how to 
catch, do stretching exercises, play with a hoop - but no team games are played at all.  The pupils are severely disadvantaged as regards 
sporting activities.  Incidentally, the PE lessons are currently being held in the juniors' classroom.

3 My daughter now attends the playgroup held in Stackpole School in the mornings, for which I make a payment to PCC. I would like to see this 
facility continue in the new school, as I am sure many other parents of pre-school age children would too. The advantages of the proposal 
outlined in section 5.2 are indisputable.

4 I strongly believe that a new school placed in Hundleton is the best solution. Hundleton has a strong community and is a lovely village full of 
families whose children walk to school.

5 I think this is an exciting opportunity, with the location of the new 21st century school in the Hundleton area being the best choice of location 
for all. A central location easily accessible by well-maintained roads, as Orielton pupils have found there is no closing due to poor road 
conditions. It is midway between Angle and Stackpole which will result in some current Stackpole pupils who reside in Pembroke actually 
having a shorter travel time. Hundleton is a thriving community where the school often supports local events it also boasts a local football and 
cricket team mainly made up of pupils from the local school. Other locations suggested are either too isolated with poor access or not in the 
heart of the community. Therefore I feel that Hundleton is the best location in terms of safety, access and community spirit.

6 Stackpole really needs a village hall that everyone can walk to.  The school building is grade 2 listed and should be purchased from the 
Cawdor estate and given as such.  If you build the new school in Hundleton village it is a longer commute than Grove school or even 
Lamphey school from Stackpole.  The new school should be built at Maidenwells or not at all.

8 As lovely a location is at Stackpole the road down to the village is not feasible for the volume of traffic.  I travel down to Angle several times a 
week with my employment, during school arrival and leaving periods, and you literally put your life in your hands.  Although the road in most 
areas is suitable for 2 cars to pass, numerous drivers think they can drive in the middle of the road solely, and these are local residents not 
tourists.  I fear the bends all the way from when I turn off the main road up until when I reach the village.  The area down by Stackpole church 
is a really big danger area with the narrow hill.  Cars really do need to slow down.  I must admit, I am not looking forward to my first winter on 
those roads!  I feel the road is dangerous at present let alone situating a new school down in Stackpole thus doubling the traffic in and out of 
the village.  The perfect solution would be to build a new school for all pupils in the Hundleton area.  It is central for all three schools and the 
roads are better equipped to deal with the volumes.  I believe if the school was to be in Stackpole the roads would deter a great deal of 
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families registering their children.

9 I strongly support the proposal to build a new school in the Hundleton area, which is the fairest option for all the children. The road links to the 
school from both Angle and Stackpole are good as the road via Castlemartin camp is often closed and the Freshwater West road is 
dangerous. It will also be better for After School Clubs as both Stackpole and Angle will have a similar journey for parents when bus transport 
is not available.  A new centrally built all-purpose school is in the best interests of all pupils

10 I fully support the proposal for a new school built centrally for the 3 schools, Hundleton area would be ideal.

11 Angle School is at least 20mins from the town. To benefit the children of Angle, keeping the school will be the first choice. It has a village feel, 
community based type schooling. Otherwise A new built new school will secondly benefit the children.

13 Large playing fields and children’s park. Central location for all areas.

14 Lots of local assets- playing fields and large children’s park.

24 Hundleton area is more central for everyone.

26 I think Hundleton is a great choice due to its location and accessibility to main roads. It could also work that the existing (Orielton CP) school 
building is re-used as an overflow/community site for the new school. This would help maintain the original school building in historical 
importance to the area.

28 I would rather a new school than the school go over to Stackpole.

29 I think this is an exciting opportunity to provide our children and future generations with a model rural school, a 21st century school 
encompassing all the aspirations of education provision of our government and offering real choice in the Pembroke family of schools. A 
location in the Hundleton area would be at the heart of an active community, serviced by good roads - safe throughout the year.

32 I strongly support the proposal as I feel it is the best option to secure the education for the current and future children on the Angle peninsula. 
I would also like to suggest that the following be considered: 
1. the new school to be built with environmental sustainability in mind e.g. solar, wind power and SMART eco materials if budget allows.  
2. a nursery and toddler group integrated into the school to help retain future numbers of the school. One point to note is that if a toddler 
group is to run it may be busier if it were held in a morning session (at present numbers are really low as it currently runs from 1-3pm, usually 
a toddlers nap time). Another consideration may be to avoid days when popular playgroups are run e.g. Westgate on a Wednesday. 
3. Wrap-around care e.g. breakfast and after school clubs to help working parents. I firmly believe, having spoken to a number of Hundleton 
residents with children at Stackpole school, that if Orielton school had similar provision, more children from Hundleton would attend Orielton 
rather than Stackpole school. This would again ensure fewer surplus places and sustainable future numbers at the new school in Hundleton.
4. Regarding the negative impact on communities such as Angle and Stackpole when 'losing' the village school, perhaps some of the budget 
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be set aside for a child friendly play area in Angle, and possibly some of the existing garden/building at Stackpole for community use there. 
5. If some Stackpole parents are concerned about longer bus route times than stated in the consultation document, can it first be ascertained 
the location and percentage of those wishing to use the school bus.....my observation is that many parents currently drive their children to 
school anyway.  

I would strongly oppose an extension on the Stackpole site for the following reasons: 
1. the travel times would be too long for a higher percentage of children. Hundleton is a more central site. 
2. there is already damp in the current computer room in Stackpole school which would indicate potentially costly repairs may be necessary in 
the immediate future. Maintaining and heating a new building is more cost efficient in the long term. 
3. there are currently child protection issues arising from using an old Victorian building with many smaller rooms having a 'less visible' 
presence. A purpose built school would take all of these issues into consideration.  
4. the road to the school is very narrow through the woods and a letter was recently sent out to Stackpole parents advising care and caution 
to avoid accidents on this road. An increased number of cars due to many more children being driven to school would only aggravate this 
problem. I have also met with large logging trucks travelling very quickly during the morning rush. 
5. very limited broadband at present which, although may be solved in years to come, is not the most efficient way to teach and learn.  I 
sincerely hope that some of the more negative issues raised at the previous public meetings will not jeopardise this fantastic opportunity for 
the children on the Angle peninsula.

35 I would like the new school to be neutral, which would include adopting a new name for the school and also a new colour for the school. As its 
going to be in Hundleton I feel it should adopt a new colour as to show it’s a new school.

36 I think the School should have a new name and new identity.

37 Would like the school to have a new identity.

38 I support the proposal and I would like to respond to some comments that have been made by opponents to the proposal:  My wife was 
present when a BT engineer spoke at great length about the difficulties he was having trying to install an additional line at Stackpole School 
because of the condition of the current line into the school. The headteacher mentioned at a public meeting back at the time of the preliminary 
consultation that he couldn’t download his emails easily when at Stackpole.  The layout inside the building does not meet all current 
requirements for a safe learning environment for pupils and teachers in respect of the physical layout of the rooms.  Extensive remodelling 
would be required.  Some of the loudest voices raised about travel times to and from a new school in Hundleton are from people who are 
already driving their children to school from outlying areas of the Stackpole catchment or from Pembroke.  People have stated at public 
meetings that they choose to drive to Stackpole from out of catchment for all its benefits, e.g. from Pembroke, and yet one of their greatest 
concerns is that other people may choose to do the same for a new school!

39 I strongly believe the proposal of the new school being built in Hundleton is the best solution. Hundleton is a village location with a strong 
sense of community with the added bonus that so many children walk to school! Just yesterday I counted 15 pupils in the village park after 
school. We very often go there for 30 minutes after school. Stackpole, although its school has impressive land, it's much too far out of the way 
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with the road being far too dangerous plus it is of course too much of an ask for the Angle children. Hundleton school has gained 7 new pupils 
since September but I believe Stackpole has seen a decrease in numbers.

40 I feel that a new school built within Hundleton would best serve the local community. It seems a sensible option with regards to travel times, 
being situated midway between Angle and Stackpole.

41 Fully support the Proposal

42 First, we would like to comment on what we understand to be vociferous objections from parents who have children attending Angle School. 
We have been led to believe that the main complaint is the travel time from Angle to an alternative site. We previously lived in a very rural 
area and our daughter spent about 40 minutes on the school bus every morning and evening through two years of nursery school and her first 
year of primary education. We are convinced that this did her no harm; in fact, we saw that the time she spent on the bus with children 
ranging in age from 4 to 15 years-old was an important element in her social education. We also believe that it is unrealistic for parents to 
choose to live in a rural area or tiny hamlet and to then expect the council to provide high-quality primary education on their doorstep.  With 
regard to the Council’s preferred option of consolidation on a single site in Hundleton, we recognise the benefits of this and we are broadly 
supportive.  We do recognise that among some of the parents who have children attending Stackpole there is a deep personal attachment to 
the school based on family history. We do not share this affection, although we do believe that Stackpole is generally a good school and we 
do appreciate the benefits of its small-village and rural surroundings. We have some concerns about a school in a new, artificially created 
setting and we believe Stackpole School has much scope for expansion and development. However, we are also very familiar with the limits 
of the roads leading to Stackpole and we question the wisdom of deliberately creating much more traffic on them.  Our only quibble with the 
Council’s preferred option is that we would prefer that the new school have Community status rather than being affiliated with the Church in 
Wales. We are not Christians and we would prefer that our daughter did not attend a school which has a bias in favour of any particular 
religious belief. However, on balance, we consider it most important that our daughter attends a school with local children and we are willing 
to continue to counter the subtle Christian indoctrination which she receives at school.

43 I think the school should have a new identity i.e. new school uniform and new school name.  I would also like there to be a nursery on site and 
this would be very helpful for working families.  I also think school transport is essential.  Also with bad weather conditions in the winter 
months there will need to be some consideration for children that live in Angle for example as the roads are not gritted, which can be 
treacherous in the winter months. I also think breakfast and afterschool clubs are essential as a working parent they are a great help.

44 I feel it is a great shame that the school at Angle is to be closed as the children and staff at this school are at the central focus of this village.  
They provide many opportunities/activities for the villagers to become involved with the children both at the school, the Village Hall and the 
Church and they are able to enjoy the outside benefits of living in Angle by utilising the football field and the beach. Also the transport 
situation, especially during the winter months would be a great concern for the parents and the Council must state how they aim to maintain 
transport links for the children.  It is also an issue that needs to be addressed as to whether the council will maintain transport for younger 
children 3 - 4 yrs to any other school, as this is depriving younger the children of Angle from education and also poses a problem for those 
parents of children attending part time education.   If an alternative education facility has to be provided because of cost it would seem the 
most appropriate location would be a new building to be provided at Hundleton, not in an old building at Stackpole, which is just as much out 
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of the way as Angle and perhaps even more difficult for parents and children of Angle and elsewhere to travel to.

45 I cannot emphasise enough

46 We are supposed to be bolstering communities like Angle not killing them and turning them into holiday / retirement villages!  Angle School is 
Old NOT Obsolete.  I cannot emphasise enough how strongly I disagree with the proposal.  I have a child attending Angle School, the same 
school that my sister and I attended many years ago. There cannot be any reason good enough to rip the heart out of yet another rural 
community, especially one as remote as Angle where it would bring the inevitable transport problems not to mention costs. I can for see many 
problems associated with the proposal, a couple of example’s being.. Attendance will go downhill, here is simple example – the current 
situation - child is complaining of not feeling the best, the child will go to school and if there is a problem then someone, not necessarily the 
parent due to work, family or family friend can walk to the school, collect the child and take care of them (I think this is called community 
spirit... it works really well funnily enough) if there is no problem the child has a fun day in school and no attendance missed. Under the new 
proposal - child is complaining of not feeling the best, knowing there is no way of collecting the child from school, the parent keeps the child 
home as it is the only option. the parent is then also forced to take a day off work to take care of the child regardless of illness. Totally 
impractical.  I would also like the councillors to answer me a simple question, would they put their 4 year old  son / daughter on a bus without 
them to travel on the B4320 road, not gritted in cold weather past the refinery / power station junction, with the level and type of traffic that use 
this road to these industries throughout the day ?? I know I certainly WOULD NOT. The council couldn’t even get children home from the local 
comprehensive in recent years even when the bad weather WAS well forecast. These children were 11 - 16 years old so could at least 
understand what was happening. How would the councillors feel if that were Primary school children and one of them was theirs yet they were 
unable to get to them because of the remote location they live??  The issue of parking at Angle has been sighted as a significant problem, this 
is totally baffling as most pupils walk to school and the hand full that do drive never have a problem dropping off their children. Angle is not 
exactly a high traffic area and there is a pavement right up the new gate.  Speaking of the new gate... here is a prime example of the county 
council ludicrously wasting money. Apart from the fact that we asked for this gate over 30 years ago, who on earth signed a contract for a 
company to take several months to complete a job that should have taken no more than 3 days (allowing for the concrete post bases to set) 
..??!!. Again, a disgusting waste of money.  The Children have fantastic, SAFE access to a vast array of facilities to help learning throughout 
the village, a sports field, church, park, village hall, beach, lifeboat station, farms etc. Education should never be reduced to a statistic, budget 
per head etc It’s not just the school, it’s the whole community and that cannot be factored into a budget per head.   No one can see any 
problems with the education or facilities at Angle school that cannot be resolved at far less expense than the proposed new school and 
subsequent on going transport maintenance costs etc.  The facilities at the school are not the best, we all understand this but they are nothing 
that a relatively straight forward refurbish of the main building would not sort out and the smaller building could be practically rebuilt in the 
weeks of the summer holidays providing much better facilities for years to come with far reduced maintenance costs. Providing of course that 
the refurbishment contract isn’t being signed off by the same person who arranged the gate installation or carried out by such a firm that 
carried out the gate installation or by many of the firms we see carrying out work for the county council at hugely inflated costs.  I have the 
impression that this whole proposal is the result of someone who is probably very well educated (but would have to be told to come in out of 
the rain), but no knowledge of the actual communities involved, having what seemed to be a good idea in their little world. Unfortunately it has 
snowballed and no one knows how to stop it.  It CAN NOT be right in this day and age that we give millions of pounds in aid to many 
countries, some of which are spending millions on their own space program, the NHS wastes millions of pounds on Agency staff instead of 
paying its own staff a small over time rate to cover shifts etc etc yet we cannot keep a local school open.  Utterly disgusting.
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48 I feel if there is to be a new school it should be on new grounds preferably Hundleton and not Stackpole. The route from Angle to Stackpole 
through the winter could be dangerous as the roads are not treated, and the time the children would be on a bus would be too long for them 
even if they are 3 year olds traveling there.  If Angle school is to close it would be a big impact on the village and the children wouldn't be able 
to walk home, play in the park and would not be able to attend after school clubs. Also concern about staff at new school would all members 
of staff get jobs in this school.

49 If the school at Angle is to close, due to it not being financially viable to keep open, I feel that the new school should be built in HUNDLETON 
not Stackpole. It does not bare thinking of the small children having to travel round the bendy roads especially during the winter months, roads 
which are very rarely gritted during icy conditions or even snow.  The summer times the roads are so busy with visitors it is just not a straight 
route to Stackpole.  It would be a more direct route from Angle to HUNDLETON therefore making travelling time less and safer.  This would I 
am sure be the same for children travelling from Stackpole to Hundleton.  By losing the school from Angle a lot of changes will take place in 
the community so please give something back to the community and consider Hundleton for the new school and build it there.

50 I understand that ANGLE SCHOOL is due to close and the building of a new school is being considered at a site in Hundleton or Stackpole.  
My feelings are that HUNDLETON would be a more suitable place to build a school.  To send children off on bus to a school at Stackpole 
should not even be considered the route is by no means one of the best whether it be winter or summer.  It will be a big downfall to lose the 
school in Angle.  The route from Angle to Hundleton is more direct and the roads are much safer during the winter months as Valero do keep 
the roads well gritted during the icy conditions. I still do not agree with closing Angle school in many ways this will bring a big drift to the 
village.

51 Make it large enough now (150 pupils) so you will not have to extend in the future. A playgroup provision is vital for the new school and a 
community room. Also breakfast / after school club for working parents. Plenty of parking will be needed to avoid the 'Golden Grove' scenario. 
A one way in - one way out circular road system would be helpful.

53 The consultation so far appears as we do strongly in favour of the proposals. Very frustrating to listen to people from outside the catchment 
area interfering with the education of the children of the peninsula.

54 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows.  
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding.  
2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th September that the main driver for building a new school on a 
new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. 
There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is 
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less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the 
school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods 
than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 
minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 28th September, the Director for Education stated that there 
was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this 
proposal.  
3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field 
site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive 
gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely 
it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather than increasing the Council's asset base.   
4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily 
able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As such, the location of Stackpole VC School should be 
viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but rather as an enhancement to the schools educational 
outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school 
grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are engaged with learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-
designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship 
school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects.  
5. Community The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a 
school in the village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. 
Throughout the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the 
discussions. A new school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are 
forecast to increase in these two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet 
this demand. This would result in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school 
was situated in Stackpole.  
6. Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending Stackpole.

57 The current proposal for a new school to be located in Hundleton is a poorly thought through option which will not deliver the best social, 
economic or environmental site for a school to serve the Peninsula.    No option to re-model the existing Stackpole school has been 
adequately assessed, despite earlier consultations acknowledging that the existing school at Stackpole is in a satisfactory condition.  Such an 
option would be considerably cheaper than building a new school in Hundleton.  It would also ensure that the school was centrally located in 
the catchment which has by far the largest number of pupils.  The Stackpole site has significant advantages over Hundleton, not least its 
proximity to the coast, which enables fantastic opportunities for pupils to engage with nature, learning about the geography on their doorstep.  
Redeveloping the school at Stackpole would offer the opportunity to create an exemplary eco-school, one not only sustainable in terms of its 
built fabric, but which also offers the opportunity to integrate sustainable development principles though its teaching methods. Re-modelling 
the Stackpole site would also remove the need to take up a new greenfield site in Hundleton village.   The main reason identified for choosing 
the Hundleton site in the public meeting was because of potentially greater travel distances for Angle pupils to reach Stackpole.  This is based 
on a number of false premises.  Firstly - Monkton school is only 8 miles from Angle (a 20 minute drive-time distance).  The Council report 
stated that Monkton school had been excluded from the consultation group because of 'cultural' differences.  This is nonsense - parental 
choice exists providing all parents the right to choose which school their children travel to.  However, Angle schools parents' dislike of 
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Monkton school should not be driving the entire decision around where to locate the school for the rest of the amalgamated catchment, 
particularly given the very small numbers of pupils which will be travelling from Angle in 2018!  There is a strong argument for justifying a 
direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct 
buses for children in the Stackpole catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children 
from within the Stackpole catchment travelling greater distances and being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus 
from Angle to Stackpole.  When considering this issue, it is important to consider the very great difference in pupil numbers anticipated by 
2018 from the Stackpole catchment (68), in comparison with the Angle catchment (18).  I strongly urge Councillors to reject the identified 
preferred option of a site in Hundleton and instead explore the option of a partially re-modelled school on the Stackpole site.  Such an option 
will deliver the best outcome in terms of value for money, serving communities and sustainability.

58 I think the new school in Hundleton is the best option for the children, it is also the safeties' option as regards the access by roads. I would like 
to know if there will be plans for the use of solar panels for both electric and hot water and for the use of the rain water as all of these would 
make a very big savings on the running cost and a good example for the children to see on how we can help the environment.

59 I believe that Pembrokeshire County Council has made it very clear that their main driving force for this proposal is financial savings, rather 
than looking at the value of what exists. Kate Evans- Hughes and other professionals involved in this proposal do not live on the peninsular 
and have no real understanding of how important these schools are to the local community, they are more than just a base to receive 
education to the people that live here. My daughter attends Stackpole Playgroup and will hopefully attend Stackpole School, we live in 
Castlemartin and being part of a close community is one of the main appeals of choosing to live as remotely as we do. In the proposal, 5.2 
Benefits and Disadvantages of the Proposal, I think it is insulting to those living locally who support the existing schools that you only name 
two disadvantages to the proposal, as I have heard many more disadvantages expressed to you verbally and in writing by those who will 
actually be affected by the change you put forward.  For the people who will have to live with the consequences of your proposed school 
closures, the idea of a large school that is not the centre of any community is more than unappealing, it is saddening. There is so much 
objection to the proposal I cannot see why you would continue to bulldoze the idea forward as so many valid points have been made that 
clearly show how viable it would be to simply improve what exists, rather than spend money on creating something new that does not meet 
the needs of the people it is meant to serve. What you propose will never fully meet the needs of the local communities as a school to us is 
more than just a building that houses learning materials and teachers.  All change is not growth, and not all movement is forward. I believe 
that this proposal does not have the best interests of the residents of Angle Peninsular at heart, and feel it is change for the sake of financial 
reasons not genuine growth.

61 I think that it is such a shame that small community schools are being forced to close and amalgamate with schools which are miles apart just 
because the council have to use money or give it back.  Why not put the effort in to improving resources in the school already there.  My local 
school closed and has now been left empty and deteriorating.

62 Proposal is the only way forward.to maintain a school with a rural identity across the Angle Peninsula Consideration has been given to the 
needs of learner’s present and future .also to the communities. I do understand the concerns of some of the parents. Most of these have been 
addressed in the consultation  document A NEW SCHOOL PLEASE FOR THE ANGLE PENINSULA
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63 To close the smaller primary schools would be a travesty. There are many villagers who would find transport to a super school difficult. 
Children over the years have thrived on the approach the smaller schools have, nurturing their talent and in stilling them with confidence.

64 Financially, socially and ethically for the good of the children and community, it would be far better to use Stackpole v c school as the site for a 
school on the angle peninsular.  For starters, the school can accommodate all staff and children with immediate effect.  This is hugely 
emotional and unsettling for staff, parents and most importantly, the children.  The community impact will be considerable especially for 
Stackpole. This will have an impact on village sport, support and links with the churches in Stackpole catchment area and the links with 
national trust. The travel for children from the Stackpole catchment children travelling to a new school in Hundleton will be as far as children 
travelling directly from angle to Stackpole.  This is of course is your strongest argument for building a new school! Well considering that far 
more children (over half of the projected numbers) will be travelling from Stackpole, the travel argument is actually more damaging if a new 
school is built. The undisclosed site of the new school is key - you have raised that using the community sport fields in Hundleton is a positive.  
This is not the case if it means crossing a busy road every time they have PE.  Stackpole has a vast sport field and large yard.  It also is within 
safe walking distance of beaches and woodland.  A huge advantage when considering outdoor activities, healthy living and sustainable 
education. It is my grave concern that a new school will lose the rural ethos and village school life that we all seek for our children.  We also 
travel to ensure our children are educated in small class sizes.  It is very clear that this new school will attract people who would normally 
pursue a town education for their children.  Our choices are being taken from us!  We already have the option of town education - this larger, 
modern building which is situated on route to one of the largest employment venues in the county will undoubtedly become another 
oversubscribed "town" super school. You have already stated that there will be the option to expand on the new build site.  This will clearly 
threaten the current 120 capacity as your figures already predict 115 by 2020.  As in other schools that have gone through this process, I fear 
that class sizes will be 30+ as they are in Cleddau Reach.  This is far beyond the ideal 24 number.  Our children's education will suffer as a 
result.  Comments keep returning to the argument of 21st century education.  What is not considered is the positives Stackpole has to offer in 
terms of reaching 21st century education.  Grounds and surroundings are key - Stackpole offers this in abundance.  Mr ….. has been featured 
in the Guardian for his excellent ICT tuition to students in Stackpole currently. I would suggest in some areas, Stackpole is already out 
performing other schools in meeting 21st century education. In your list of advantages for the new school, all aspects can be met by keeping 
the site of Stackpole and upgrading it.  This would be far more cost effective, maintain the village ethos, limit damage to the community and it 
could be achieved far more quickly so our children can begin to experience the advantages far more quickly.

65 I think that there are many flaws in this consultation already you are asking our opinions on something you don’t have all the answers to yet 
yourselves as a council, I think that you are pushing three local communities in to a corner so they cannot get out of this situation, Angle is a 
very unique village and I think you are asking a community to give up its future as far as I am concerned, children are the future.

66 I was present at the last meeting and was disappointed that the questions the public had could not be answered your are asking our opinion 
on a proposal of something we don’t know a lot about but I would not like to see the three schools amalgamated on the Stackpole site as i see 
many problems with that already one big issue is the roads to and from this site especially in winter when they are flooded for weeks on end if 
the school is extended where will the playing fields be. There also will be a lot of bad feeling among the other communities i think a new start 
should be on a new site with equal distance for each community to travel to.

67 Travel routes for Stackpole children travelling to a new school, will be very similar to that of angle travelling directly to Stackpole. As this is 
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your main basis to build the new school, this is not a good enough argument.  Castlemartin, Merrion, St Twnnells, Bosherston, Stackpole then 
to Hundleton is a very similar time/ distance to that of Angle to Stackpole.  Your statistics are very misleading as it only provides direct routes.  
The children will not be travelling directly to the new school.   There will also be considerably more children travelling from the Stackpole 
catchment than from angle.

68 The proposal is damaging to the rural community.  The new school should be situated at Stackpole v c site.  The school has the capacity to 
hold all three schools.

70 I feel that as Stackpole School is a good school with the most pupils out of the three schools, then any new build should use Stackpole as the 
site for the new big school.

71 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. Has there been any review of possible costs associated with refurbishing Stackpole 
school? 
2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th September that the main driver for building a new school on a 
new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. 
There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is 
less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the 
school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods 
than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 
minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 28th September, the Director for Education stated that there 
was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this 
proposal. We are now told that the travel routes and times will not be available before the consultation deadline. It is wholly unacceptable to 
expect parents to make informed decisions when critical information is not available.  
3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field 
site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive 
gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely 
it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather than increasing the Council's asset base. 
4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily 
able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As such, the location of Stackpole VC School should be 
viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but rather as an enhancement to the schools educational 
outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school 
grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are engaged with learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-
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designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship 
school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 
5. Community The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a 
school in the village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. 
Throughout the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the 
discussions. A new school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are 
forecast to increase in these two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet 
this  demand. This would result in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the 
school was situated in Stackpole. 
6. Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending Stackpole.  
At the consultation meeting the lady standing next to Mrs Evans Hughes, to whom we were never introduced, said she wanted to hear more 
from the parents of Orielton school, as the discussion 'seemed to be all about Stackpole' ..........is it any wonder the parents of Orielton are 
keeping quiet - it’s a great outcome for them. This consultation is about Stackpole and Angle and Angle seems to be getting a louder hearing 
than Stackpole.   I do not believe this is a strategy based on pupil welfare, but on maximising grant access.

72 This proposal is not really just about the education provision but about the massive impact this is going to have on a small very rural village  of 
Angle once the children have been made to move to a new site  there will have a massive knock on effect the local shop won't have the trade 
the church won't be used by the school the village hall will not have fund raising events the park will not have mums meeting and children 
playing  it will become a second home ghost town  being part of a fourth generation family and having a fantastic childhood myself in this 
unique village I feel devastated to think that once again Pembrokeshire county council are  putting finance before  feeling.

73 I support the proposal to close the existing 3 schools and to establish a new school within the village of Hundleton, effective from September 
2017.  There should be appropriate direct transport arrangements for the children of Angle so that travel times are kept to a minimum. The 
new school should not expand beyond 150 pupils.  The school buildings should be made available for use by the local communities. The new 
school should have a completely new name, not linked to any of the previous 3 schools.

74 I support the proposal to build a new school in the village of Hundleton.

75 As you will be aware we have already expressed our objections to the loss of a village school within our community and are still very unhappy 
about the prospect of our school being closed.   We realise that plans are now seemingly in favour of a combined new school and with that in 
mind members expressed considerable concern over transport arrangements especially for the youngest pupils. It is a lot to ask of a 
youngster to have to travel by bus every day, let alone the concerns parents will have.   Please can you update us on the latest proposals for 
transport including supervision on the buses, and not least, provisions to deal with sickness arising during the school day and opportunities for 
extra curricula activities."

76 I support this proposal I think a new school for the 3 existing schools to join would be better for all the kids new school new start... I don't think 
it's fair on the two schools that would have to join the school the keep and the third school stays the same and all the children from that school 
belong to it already! New school new start for all of them
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78 A total waste of money when Stackpole school can easily accommodate all three schools at no extra cost. If we wanted our children to attend 
a school near town we have plenty of choice. We chose a smaller country school.

79 The heart will go out of the community as has happened in other villages which have lost their schools.

80 It should be at Stackpole v c school, this is a complete waste of tax payers’ money. You have a beautiful school site that is big enough 
already, why build another?

81 If the only objection to the 'Possible' scenario of an amalgamated school on the Stackpole site is the distance those living in Angle would have 
to travel, surely there is a more cost effective solution to this transport issue than building a whole new school, it is only a 20 minute journey if 
they are taken directly there.

82 With a new school which will take all the children in the Angle Peninsula, the children will be able to come together and take part in a lot more 
activities as the classes will be larger and their circle of friends will expand and they won’t have to get on with everyone.

83 A new school would be the best option for the children in the Angle Peninsula.

84 CONSULTATION ON THE PROVISION OF PRIMARY EDUCATION ON THE ANGLE PENINSULA  EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
PREFERRED OPTION FOR A NEW SCHOOL ON THE ANGLE PENINSULA, PROPOSED BY PEMBROKESHIRE COUUNTY COUNCIL  
The clergy of Monkton Rectorial Benefice view favourably the proposal by Pembrokeshire County Council to close the schools at Angle, 
Hundleton and Stackpole, and replace them with a new-built VC school within the village of Hundleton, provided that suitable transport 
provision is made for pupils from outlying parts of the catchment area.   THE PAST AND FUTURE INVOLVEMENT OF THE CHURCH IN 
WALES IN THE SCHOOLS ON THE ANGLE PENINSULA   PREFACE  Hitherto, primary education on the Angle Peninsula has been 
provided at Angle VC, Orielton CP and Stackpole VC Schools.  These all lie within the area of the (Church in Wales) Rectorial Benefice of 
Monkton, as do Golden Grove, Lamphey and Monkton Priory Community Schools.  The clergy of the Rectorial Benefice are the Revd Paul 
Nash (Rector), the Revd Canon Roger Jones (Vicar) and the Revd Geoffrey Howell (Vicar), and the Readers are Mrs. Sally Denman and Mrs. 
Anita Howells.  All three schools on the Peninsula receive regular pastoral care, and weekly assemblies and special services and events are 
provided by the ministry team in both VC and the CP schools.  Angle School has school services in church several times each term, and 
these are prepared by pupils and staff in co-operation with the Vicar.  Many of the schools regularly have services in church for harvest, 
Christmas etc., and on many occasions pupils have come to church for ‘mock’ baptisms, weddings etc. Clergy are governors of each VC 
school (along with other foundation governors appointed by the Diocese of St. Davids) and also of Orielton CP School.  It should be stated 
that the primary objectives of the churches’ considerable involvement in the schools is not to proselytize or increase church attendances, 
though we are always pleased when pupils and staff feel themselves to be part of the wider church community and family.  The aim is rather 
to contribute to the work of the schools in providing an ethos and framework broadly based on Christian teaching and values, in which pupils 
can develop for themselves their own personal moral and spiritual beliefs and resources for life.       CHURCH SUPPORT FOR A NEW 
SCHOOL  The clergy team listed above agrees that the continuation of the three existing schools is not sustainable and supports the proposal 
to close the existing three schools and replace them with one combined school.  We support the proposal that this should be a Church in 
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Wales VC school, and should be keen to continue our involvement in the life and work of the new school.  We currently have nine churches 
(Monkton Priory, Pembroke St. Mary, Angle, Bosherston, Hundleton, Lamphey, St. Petrox, St. Twynnells and Stackpole), and many of these 
churches have been used by the existing schools in a variety of ways over the years, which we should be happy to continue.  Most of these 
churches have churchyards, and we are also responsible for the churchyards of six redundant churches in the area, most of which could also 
be used as a learning resource.   Should the preferred site in Hundleton be selected,  St. David's Church, Hundleton, would be suitable for a 
wide range of activities as well as for worship.  This is a small, modern church (capacity approx. 120), consecrated in 1934, situated a couple 
of hundred yards from the present Orielton School site.  Car parking is available within the churchyard.  The church committee has expressed 
a willingness for it to be reordered to facilitate greater use by the community, and it has already been used by Orielton School from time to 
time for special events.  There are currently no toilet facilities or kitchen, but the Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds funds from 
the sale of the former Hundleton Church Hall (which was also used for drama productions by the School).  The church committee has 
expressed a wish to add toilet and kitchen facilities.  School events requiring a larger venue could be accommodated at either Monkton Priory 
or St. Mary's, Pembroke, both of them within approximately two miles of Hundleton.  AFFIRMATION  The local clergy have been and remain 
highly committed to making a wide-ranging contribution to the life and work of schools in the area.  We are willing to work with changes that 
may be necessary to ensure the continuing provision of a high standard of education in the area.   (Revd) Geoffrey Howell     15 October, 
2015 Team Vicar, the Rectorial Benefice of Monkton Vice-Chair of Governors, Angle VC School Vice-Chair of Governors, Orielton CP School  
Any views expressed in this document do not necessarily reflect those of the governing body of any of the schools involved.

85 I support the proposal for a new school build for the pupils on the Angle Peninsula.  I believe it is the best option for the sake of the pupils, and 
for the practitioners to continue to build on standards.  I do however feel strongly that the journey that pupils from Angle will have to carry out 
daily should be pivotal to the organisation and decision of where the new build is located. I have considered timings from Angle to both 
existing sites of Hundleton and Stackpole and the journey to Hundleton is significantly quicker. For this reason I would prefer the new build to 
be at Hundleton Village, with an existing community.

87 I write in support of option 4c - closure of all three schools and building a new school on the Stackpole site. Although this would entail a longer 
average travelling time I believe it would be worth it for the unique location and all that it offers. The school is within walking distance of the 
coastline, woodlands and lakes of international importance - providing free, high quality learning experiences. This is the sort of thing that 
many parents value highly and makes the school an attractive option for new pupils and new families to the area. The option is also much 
cheaper as land does not need to be purchased.

88 I support this proposal because from a educational point of view for the children; this is the best option for them. As regards to the educational 
point of view for children; a new school is the best option for them as they will be able to grow and develop. The children will be able to have 
new exciting opportunities in regards to learning and developing their understanding of the world, social, physical, emotional and intellectual 
skills. This are important for children to develop in order for them to go out into the big wide world. I would like the new school in a location 
which is close to a community; as this is important to me and the children.

89 The existing school at Stackpole should be utilised and expanded.  The building is in a good position needs little maintenance work and has 
room for expansion.  The proposed new school at Hundleton would only be guaranteed for 30 years where the school in Stackpole is over a 
100 years old and is able to accommodate more pupils.  A mini bus could be used to take children from Angle to Stackpole.  PCC needs to 
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save money over the next financial year and should be more realistic about these schemes that local people and parents don't want.  PCC 
need to listen to the local people and take into our account their views and not steam roller over people ideas.  It is ridiculous that PCC is 
looking to spent over £2.5 million on a new school and local people don't want.

90 I am in favour of the proposal to close Angle, Orielton and Stackpole schools and to build a single new VC school in Hundleton. I support this 
proposal on the following provisos: 
1. That the new school is built in Hundleton village. 
2. That the local authority will make a commitment to extend transport provision to part-time pupils. 3. That consideration is given to improving 
the road between Angle village and the power station turn off. 
4. That the local authority will ensure that the play park in Angle village is developed and maintained to keep a safe meeting area for our 
children in the village.  
5. That any new school can be utilised by the local communities for adult education classes and local groups. 
6. That the new school is designed with adaptable spaces that could be used to provide a pre-school playgroup with wrap-around care. 
7. That the size of the new school is restricted to 150 pupils. 8. That Angle VC School is adequately funded and supported over the next two 
years so we can continue to provide a high quality of education to our pupils.

91 As a governor of Orielton school I strongly support the proposal. A new school will benefit all children and future children of the area. As 
proposed the site should be in Hundleton as it is central for all. It would also benefit the local community and those surrounding.

92 I am aware that Angle School is going to close, the next best alternative is then a new school in Hundleton.  I want the local authority to make 
sure that all children from Angle both full and part-time are provided with transport.

93 As a previous parent of a child who attended Orielton school. My only regret is that this did not happen sooner.

94 As a member of staff I believe that this is a great opportunity for the children and staff. New facilities and a Head who is on site five days of 
the week is what is needed.

95 Hundleton is the only viable option. It is central, children live in the village and there are many community run activities in the village. This 
proposal will benefit all.

103 School transport is very important for the children hopefully a direct route straight to and from, as some parents don't drive. It will be a shame 
for Angle school to close as it will mean that the local church and village hall will no longer be used by the school children putting on their 
lovely plays for the residents who love to watch. The residents have major issues as to what will happen to the school building as it’s not a 
listed building.

104  I disagree with the proposal and the school should be in Stackpole.

105 I attended Stackpole school and my children now attend i think seeing as when I was in Stackpole school there were 130 children there and 
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now apparently the school isn’t big enough now for 120 children Stackpole school is amazing and is suitable for all of the children in the angle 
peninsula

106 I believe the school in Stackpole should remain as it is a major part of the community of Stackpole.

107 Stackpole is a fantastic school which should not be closed.  The pupil numbers have only decreased in recent years due to the federation with 
2 other schools.  When the school had a dedicated head teacher it thrived.  Do not close this school.  It is the heart of the community and will 
be a terrible waste.

108 Do not close Stackpole School. Instead build a new school on the beautiful land that Stackpole now occupies.  There is a large field, a yard 
gardens and views over the sea.  It would be a terrible shame to close this community school.  The village will be torn apart.  There are no 
community facilities.  No village hall, no playground no park.  The other villages have all of these.  Please leave Stackpole and rebuild the 
school to fit the other pupils.

109 I do not agree with the proposal to close all 3 schools and build a new school in Hundleton. This makes no sense at all. Personally, I would 
love to see Angle and Stackpole remain open but I do also understand that there are significant budget pressures in the Council. But why then 
spend £5.5m on a new school when you could use Stackpole School! Stackpole School has plenty of space and could be extended if needs 
be, it has a huge playing field and grounds. This would surely be a more cost effective solution! There seems to be a lot of focus on the travel 
from Angle but it's only about an extra 10 minutes to get to Stackpole so why is this such a big issue? Personally, I'd rather my children travel 
the extra 10 minutes to go to a school such as Stackpole which is walking distance to the beach and the woods. Also, this isn't the only 
remote area of the County so I'm pretty sure there must be children travelling these distances and times elsewhere so why again is it such a 
big issue here? There must be some hidden agenda here, Hundleton is so close to Monkton and Pembroke, I think that the Council just want 
to build a big school to cater for growing numbers in these areas. This would result in losing the family and community ethos that exists in 
smaller, rural schools. I do not agree with the proposal and would propose that Stackpole School site be used as the base site with an 
extension if needed.

111 This proposal makes no sense at all. We have three schools on the peninsula, all with surplus places and we have one of those three 
schools, being Stackpole, that can actually fit them all in, without having to do much work to it. Yet the Council want to spend over £5million 
on a brand new school in Hundleton which is about a mile and a half from Monkton School! I appreciate that 50% is funded by Welsh 
Government but that still leaves an investment by the Council of over £2.5m! The argument is centred around travel times but over half the 
children on the peninsula attend Stackpole, which would suggest that they either live in the Stackpole catchment or their parents actually 
prefer to travel to Stackpole rather than the school in their own catchment area. I do feel for the Angle families losing their school but if they 
have to travel to Hundleton they may as well just go that little bit extra to get to Stackpole which is in a fantastic location! I have family 
members who are current and former pupils of Stackpole and they tell me about walking to the beach, walking to Mencap gardens and picking 
strawberries, playing in the school gardens - all these activities enrich their school experiences - it would be a crying shame to loose such a 
fantastic school in such a fantastic location! I really hope the Council come to their senses and realise what they are doing before it's too late! 
If the Council have to reduce to just one school on the peninsula then keep the Stackpole site!
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112 I think that the preferred proposal to amalgamate the three schools on a new site in the village of Hundleton is by far the best and fairest 
outcome.

117 RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION DOCUMENT I, in an ideal world, think that the consolidation of the three schools is great. And a 
centralised location between the three schools would obviously be the fairest option. But unfortunately the world isn't ideal. The country is on 
the verge of bankruptcy. So there really isn’t £5.5 million to be spending. I see from the consultation document, that half that amount would 
come from the Welsh Government. And the other half from Pembrokeshire County Council. As the UK national debt is surpassing 1 and a half 
trillion, and growing at a rate of £5170 per second. This apparently available money is BORROWED, and no doubt would need to be paid 
back with interest. So the approximate £120,000 per annum saving isn't really an accurate figure. To propose the building of a new school at 
this time is in my opinion completely illogical. Is this just 'jobs for the boys?'  5.1.1 Why is this Change Being Proposed?   • The provision of 
purpose built specialist facilities which will be suitable for   the 21st century and offer flexibility for changing demands in teaching and     
learning; This reason for change I find a bit baffling. The education for the 3-11 age group is fundamentally about reading, writing and 
arithmetic. No fancy equipment is necessary for this. I recognise that computers and the internet is part of our everyday lives now. But this 
should be in moderation or we will have a generation of obese socially inept individuals (this is already a serious problem). Obviously for the 
future of our planet, we do need to look at alternative energy being used in our schools. But this can be introduced into already existing sites.   
• The improvement of literacy and numeracy through a consolidated staff      skills base;   5.5.4 Staff impact  Staff at Angle and Stackpole VC 
Schools, and Orielton Community School will be  directly affected by the proposal as the current schools close and the new  proposed school 
is established. At the appropriate time in the development of the proposal, staff will be provided with advice, guidance and support from the 
Council’s Human Resources service. The County Council has staffing policies and procedures in respect of school reorganisation and these 
will be implemented should this proposal proceed. If necessary, the Council will support school staff in securing suitable alternative 
employment if at all possible through redeployment processes. The above statement seems to me to be a bit of a contradiction. Jobs should 
be guaranteed, how else are you to 'improve literacy and numeracy through consolidation of the staff skills base.'  Solution:  At this moment in 
time, option 6b appears to be the most viable option, in this financial climate.  6b Federation of the three schools after changing the category 
of Orielton to VC. Retention of Angle and Stackpole sites only, with disposal of Orielton.

118 I support the proposal to close all three schools and open a new school in Hundleton Village.  I believe this is the better option for the children 
of Angle School as this will be the closest location for the children to travel to. Hundleton has a lovely Church within walking distance from any 
location in Hundleton and as we have close connections with the Church in Angle it would be nice to be able to continue this.

119 Keep Angle School open.

120 This consultation is not valid because you have not provided enough details for people to comment on properly. You have not said exactly 
where the school will be even though you must know. You said at a public meeting that in Pembroke that you would tell people where the new 
school would be before the close of the consultation period and you still haven't done that even though there are only two days left before the 
end of the consultation. Start the consultation again with all the information provide so people can make a proper decision. Keep Angle School 
open.

122 Angle must stay open as it is the furthest point on the peninsula. If Angle closes it will cause the decline of Angle village, it will be much more 
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badly affected than Hundleton or Stackpole, as they are closer to Pembroke and more people can travel to them. The Council will still save 
money if they close Stackpole and Orielton but keep Angle open. Angle is a good school, the children's education is not in question. 
Councillors must make a special case to keep Angle open but still close Stackpole and Orielton and build them a new school. It is all about 
money it's about listening to communities and keeping them thriving. Keep Angle School open please.

124 Please keep Angle School open. Angle village is much more remote than the other two schools. Most of the children at Angle School walk to 
school but they will have a very long bus journey instead if you close the school.

126 Save Angle School

127 I don't support the closure of Angle VC School. Angle children will have to travel too long and too far. The school is a key element in the 
structure of the rural community in Angle.

128 Angle School should not be closed under any circumstances because of its distant position from any new school - 95% of its pupils are local / 
reside in the village and walk to school. It would be very unfair and dangerous to make young children travel any distance along narrow roads.

129 Please ask the councillors to make a provision to keep Angle School open because the village is so isolated and difficult to get to.

130 Keep Angle School open because if it closes Angle village will become a ghost town and there will be no young families moving there.

132 I think this proposal is one that will work for all 3 schools involved, having been initially against any change to the status quo i am now at the 
point where the sooner this happens the better, I am almost in a state of limbo waiting to see what happens and then start planning for the 
future. This situation has gone on for too long at the detriment of the 3 schools, all of which would have lost potential pupils because of the 
threat of closure.    I agree that Stackpole is a very lovely looking school but to expect children from Angle to travel that far is unreasonable 
and i don't expect there are any parents from Stackpole or Orielton that would travel out to Angle if a school was built there.   With regards to 
transport to the new school it would be very interesting to see how many parents currently travel out of catchment to each school and actually 
would their travel times be cut if they went to the proposed site.  People talk about the carbon footprint of building a new school and i do think 
we should take this opportunity to use renewable energy (wind, solar etc) and rainwater for flushing toilets etc  I do think it would be a very 
nice idea if the villages that are left without a school are given money to improve or build a play area where children can meet.  I just hope this 
process' timescale isn't held up and that the school is opened on schedule. I think it is time that we stop fighting to keep individual schools 
open and use our energy to work together to create a school and environment that we are all proud of and is the best for our children's needs.

138 The new school should be in Hundleton!!!!!

139 A new school in the village of Hundleton is the only option. Stackpole is too far!!!!!

141 Hundleton is the only suitable site for a new school. It is central for all children from the three schools.
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142 I would like to support the proposal for a new school in the Hundleton area. The roads are good and we even went to school when it was 
snowing! Hundleton would be in the middle for the Angle and Stackpole pupils which is fair and it would be lovely to have a new school with 
new equipment so we could have a good education. We also have a lovely playing field in Hundleton which we use a lot for sport and 
activities.

143 I have a young child not quite of school age. If the new school is to open as far out as Stackpole I would have to rethink where I wish them to 
be educated. Hundleton or Maidenwells is central. However, Hundleton would be my first choice as it is closer to town etc.....  I live in 
Pembroke, but wish my children to attend a smaller school setting.

144 I would like the new up to date school to be in Hundleton because it would be right in the middle for Angle and Stackpole pupils. We used to 
get the minibus to and from school which they would be able to do as well and it's fun. My mum used to drop me at the end of the road with 
my friends and we used to scoot down to the school together the Angle and Stackpole parents could do this as well. It will be nice to be able 
to enter a team for everything.

147 A new school is a fantastic future for the 3 schools    a modern   21st century education is what every child needs .

148 I like the proposal that all 3 schools will be coming together.

152 As a parent this proposal is the best alternative to what we have a present, it is the best option for the children's education now and moving 
forward in the future. Hundleton is a central location for a three schools with good access unlike Stackpole school. The school will be part of 
the village and everyone can use this new and wonderful facility.

154 I am totally all for a new school in Hundleton because it feel it will benefit children from all three schools to have a brand new school with new 
equipment and facilities.

156 I think that a new school in the Hundleton area will be beneficial to all of the three schools involved.

157 As a resident of the local community i feel that this proposal is the best way to move the education of the children of the peninsula forward. 
This has been discussed for many years and so causing the three schools to get smaller and smaller, this solution will give education on the 
peninsula a solid footing to progress and grow the already wonderful schooling the children have at present.

158 I do not support the proposal at this present time.  I would only support the proposal for the new school in the Hundleton area if it could be 
clearly demonstrated that the alternative suggestion to extend Stackpole School is not an option.  In the consultation document at 5.1.1. the 
reasons stated for proposing a new school in Hundleton could equally be applied to demonstrate the suitability of the Stackpole site, with the 
exception of the final point about the effect that the geographical location of a Hundleton school could have on cost efficiency savings. I 
cannot see how it would be more cost effective to build a new £5.5m school than it would be to extend an existing, well-performing community 
school. But I can only guess because we have not been provided with any comparative estimated costs for extending Stackpole School. This 
surely cannot be seen to be acceptable given the amount of expenditure we are talking about.  It would seem too that the choice of Hundleton 
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as the preferred site has hinged in part upon the travel time for children from Angle School. The Stackpole School bus currently picks up 
pupils from around the peninsula, including Castlemartin, Bosherston, Merrion and St Twynnells. Assuming these children would continue to 
use the bus to attend a new school in Hundleton, they could potentially spend longer on their journeys than pupils from Angle would if they 
attended Stackpole.   My first choice option would still be to retain and extend the village school in Stackpole. There has been no argument 
presented by the council to sway me from this preference.

159 A new school in the Hundleton area is a great opportunity for all pupils and staff pf the three current schools involved.

160 As a member of the local community, I am all for having a new school in Hundleton area as it will not only benefit this generations but also 
future generations. I feel that the option of the new school with all three schools together will bring the three communities together and 
allowing for better facilities to educate the children.

164 As a past pupil I loved Orielton school and it will be a huge shame for it to close, but I understand that we have to have changes and so a new 
school in Hundleton would be best for all. I know angle children will have to travel further but there does not seem to be anyway we can keep 
a school in angle as it costs too much. Stackpole school is too far away.

168 I support the proposal fully, it would be the best outcome for all the schools involved. Hundleton is the most central location.  This will bring 
the best outcome for the future of our children.

169 The proposal is the best option.

172 Hundleton is the most central place for a school!

174 I would like to go with the proposal of a new school built to replace the three current schools in involved. Hundleton is a great location and has 
the benefit of being in a village community.

177 I am in favour of the proposal to build a new school and placing it in Hundleton will make it very accessible to everyone involved with the 3 
schools.  A Church In Wales school will re-enforce the Christian faith in our schools and country.

180 I think this is a very exciting time for the future of education provision on the Angle Peninsula. I think the location of the new school in the 
Hundleton area is best as it is central for all 3 school communities. Some think that Hundleton isn't rural, but they would be wrong with the 
majority of the children from local farming families attending the school and the school and community have a strong rural ethos. There would 
be no fear of numbers dropping due to the isolated location which would be the case with Angle and Stackpole. In fact with morning and 
afterschool clubs active it may even become oversubscribed with parents dropping off their kids at the new school on their way to work at 
Valero and the Power station. This location provides a sustainable future for the school.

183 I feel that the building of a new school is the better option, the idea of a possible extension to Stackpole is not viable as the village is not 
suitable to withstand that amount of parents in the tiny village when dropping children off. Also travel times for Angle children would be totally 
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unfair on the younger pupils.

184 Would be a nice village school.

185 As a resident of Hundleton, one day I hope that if I have any children that they would be able to go to the local village school or one that is 
closest which would offer the best education to my children.

190 The school built in Hundleton will retain the community feel for the children and the village.  Children will still be able to walk to school or cycle 
even.  Many parents, I'm guessing, work in or beyond Pembroke rather than out on the Peninsula which means parents must pass through or 
nearby Hundleton.  By establishing a breakfast club this serves the community even more.  (No-one likes driving in the opposite direction to 
where they need to get to!)  I am concerned that the school doesn't get too big, a village school shouldn't overpower a village.  Too many cars 
etc. might be annoying for residents.  The proposed 120 pupil size is about right I feel, also there should be a factor of siblings which will 
reduce the necessary traffic as families obviously transport children together when coming from outside the village.

192 Hundleton is the prime location for a new school.

199 I think the Hundleton location is ideal, central and will provide a sustainable future for education on the Angle Peninsula, due to its good 
highway infrastructure. It has good safe road access at all times of year with no extra work having to be done by highways. Hundleton is an 
active community with many getting involved with and supporting school activities and vice versa the pupils supporting community events. I 
would hope that a new school on this site would be able to give something back to the community and that this could be a flagship school to 
show how healthcare and education resources could be integrated to reduce costs to the Council. Stackpole and Angle locations would be too 
isolated for easy access and would not be sustainable. Maidenwells is more of a drive through community verging on Pembroke so not really 
a community location for a community school.

201 Ideal location for everyone.

203 I agree that the best location for the new school is Hundleton, a community which is central with good access.

206 Great to hear money being put into education and supporting staff and pupils.  Hundleton is an ideal village to re-site the school, keep the 
community feel.  Also school is close to Pembroke very helpful for parents working there and trips.  Great community field in centre of village, I 
know Orielton School hold the Pembroke Area Cross Country there each year, great to keep that going.  Cricket clubs, football clubs meet 
there during their seasons.  Tennis courts and in great condition and a general nature area and play space to use.

208 I think this is a good thing for the peninsula and a fair location for all three schools. All three schools are good schools and no one out 
performs the other, but the state of the buildings is not fit for modern day teaching and is only going to get worse without spending more 
money than the council can afford. Heart strings are being tugged in parents of Stackpole but i feel they need to look at this logically and not 
emotionally. They are losing pupils every month and cannot afford to stay open on their own. Angle and Orielton parents do not want to drive 
to Stackpole due to distance and safety. It is never nice for communities to lose their schools but this status quo cannot be sustained any 
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longer. We should now be working on recreating the ethos of these 3 small rural schools in a new build, creating a sustainable site that can be 
used by the local communities and the school. Orielton already has nursery & older children coming in on a school mini bus with no harm 
coming to them, so I cannot see this being in a problem in the future. I really do hope that this process is not held up by a few individuals 
fighting to keep their school open. Please can we now start coming together to create a school we can be proud of.

209 I think Angle and Stackpole locations are too isolated for the school to have good safe access and a future. Maidenwells is too close to 
Pembroke to maintain the rural nature of the communities of the Angle Peninsula so I think the Hundleton location is best.

211 Hundleton would be a nice village school for all three schools involved.

212 A new school is a good opportunity to keep the ethos of rural schools and community spirit.

216 It nice to see that the council are investing in small communities and allowing new parents the option to still place their child in a rural school.

224 As a resident of Stackpole I am pleased that a new school is being built in the area as this will provide any future children of mine a new 
school full of new resources and exciting opportunities. I like the proposal of the site being in Hundleton as this makes it easier for relatives to 
be involved in the future of the new school.

227 For all schools involved it would be the best option for a new school to be built in Hundleton as it’s more central to everything and it has a 
safer road to get to and from!

237 The new school should be sited at Stackpole as over half of the children involved are from Stackpole school! It will have the greatest impact 
on Stackpole community if this goes ahead.  Travel times for children will be worse for those travelling around the Stackpole catchment area if 
they are made to travel to Hundleton than Angle children (considerably less involved) travelling directly to Stackpole.  Travel figures from 
council are very misleading as children will not be making direct routes.   Rural and village ethos will be lost through building of brand new 
school, this will be maintained if Stackpole site is used instead.

239 As a parent of children in Orielton. I enjoy events and celebrations that the school hold for example Harvest Festivals and Choir events, well 
done to Orielton staff for organising great events for the children, thoroughly enjoyed it.  Keeping the school in Hundleton would mean that our 
family don't have to travel to far from Pembroke to watch these events and celebrations.  My family and I look forward to attending 
forthcoming events, but not travelling to far down the Peninsula.  My mother is getting on you know!

242 I do not support the proposal. I would like to suggest an alternative proposal be seriously considered. Currently we have two schools, Angle & 
Stackpole, in "rural" villages. Hundleton is not rural. It is on the outskirts of Pembroke town. I support the combining of these three schools, 
but if the council wish to seriously open a new "rural" school on the peninsula, which is exactly what we want, then it should be located in a 
"rural" area. I suggest that the new school be located on the current site at Stackpole. There has been a school in the village of Stackpole for 
many years. The children at Stackpole have for generations benefitted from receiving their primary education in a wonderful setting, on the 
edge of woodland belonging to the National Trust, with the beautiful and nationally recognised Bosherston Lily Ponds and Barafundle beach 
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on their doorstep. The children often have a walk with their parents after school on the Stackpole Estate woodland and the teachers have this 
to utilise during lesson time. The children do an annual sponsored walk to Barafundle, collect items for their autumn project in the woodland 
and pick strawberries from Mencap walled gardens in the summer months. The school is next to a small farm, the children can greet chickens 
and lambs in the spring on their way into school. The village has an annual pumpkin growing competition and the huge pumpkins are 
displayed for all to see opposite the school by the Stackpole Inn. All of this should not be underestimated as a huge positive to making our 
children's education at Stackpole better than elsewhere. The environment in which our children learn has a huge impact on their development. 
All of these activities prompt conversations between child and parent or teacher and can be the beginning of a caring attitude towards their 
environment. The learning environment should not be solely focused on the inside of the school, nor the school grounds, but the entire 
surroundings and the journey to school also. Stackpole is the quintessential location for a rural school. The school already has strong links 
with the National Trust and the Stackpole Estate and this could be developed further to make a fantastic school for the whole of the peninsula, 
where we are able to demonstrate the wonders of nature and the environment to our children by showing them, not through TV or books, but 
by taking them out for a walk down the road during lesson time. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on 
the site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects.  The village of 
Hundleton does not have this to offer our children. It is a residential area, with a lively pub, and at times is a busy short cut for workers driving 
to and from the Valero and N Power sites. Other than playing fields, it has little other green spaces around it that are available for use by our 
children or could capture their imaginations in the way a school at Stackpole does and could. Developing the current Stackpole site to 
accommodate all three schools would be a real opportunity to capture the unique qualities that Stackpole has to offer our children whilst also 
providing a 21st century education.

245 Proposal is good, very happy with new school being proposed in the village of Hundleton.  I wouldn't support it if the school was going to be 
built further afield at the end of Angle or Stackpole.  Too far down there in my opinion.

259 New school in the Pembroke Area is brilliant news.  Hundleton is a great place to build it.  Plenty of new houses being built in that area at the 
moment.  Facilities good in the village, sports clubs/field, play areas, field centre just around the corner, church.  Might even persuade a few 
people to attend the dwindling number there do.  I know Orielton school use the church quite often for celebrations, great to keep those links 
going.  Good strong community in Hundleton always try and support the school.  Hundleton is going to be moving up in the world!

271 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. 2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th 
September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in 
the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to 
Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole 
catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment 
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travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it 
is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 
!28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the 
question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal. 3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with 
regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within 
the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be 
even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather 
than increasing the Council's asset base. 4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the 
educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As such, 
the location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but rather as 
an enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also refers to 
school grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are engaged with 
learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on the 
site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 5. Community The 
consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school in the village of 
Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. Throughout the 
consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the discussions. A new school 
in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are forecast to increase in these 
two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet this demand. This would result 
in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school was situated in Stackpole. 6. 
Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending Stackpole.

272 I am concerned that placing the new site in Hundleton will not serve the larger population of the wider catchment.  A new school so close to 
Pembroke will inevitably draw pupils from the town and any school built is likely to become overcrowded very quickly.  I do not wish my child 
to be in large overcrowded classes.  A failure to site the school in a location to suit the east of the catchment is likely to result in many parents 
choosing to instead send tier children to Lamphey school which is already at capacity.  Redeveloping fully or partially the Stackpole school 
site is a better alternative which will meet the needs of the whole catchment.  It is also likely to be considerably cheaper as an option.  A direct 
shuttle bus from angle would make it accessible for the very small number of pupils travelling from that area.

290 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. 2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th 
September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in 
the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to 
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Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole 
catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment 
travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it 
is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 
!28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the 
question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal. 3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with 
regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within 
the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be 
even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather 
than increasing the Council's asset base. 4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the 
educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As 
such!, the location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but 
rather as an enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also 
refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are 
engaged with learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A 
school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 5. 
Community The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school 
in the village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. 
Throughout the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the 
discussions. A new school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are 
forecast to increase in these two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet 
this demand. This would result in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school 
was situated in Stackpole. 6. Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending 
Stackpole.

297 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. 2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th 
September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in 
the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to 
Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole 
catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment 
travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it 
is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 
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!28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the 
question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal. 3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with 
regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within 
the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be 
even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather 
than increasing the Council's asset base. 4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the 
educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As 
such!, the location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but 
rather as an enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also 
refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are 
engaged with learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A 
school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 5. 
Community The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school 
in the village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. 
Throughout the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the 
discussions. A new school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are 
forecast to increase in these two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet 
this demand. This would result in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school 
was situated in Stackpole. 6. Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending 
Stackpole.

301 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. 2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th 
September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in 
the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to 
Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole 
catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment 
travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it 
is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 
28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the question 
as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal. 3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with regards to 
the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within the 3 
existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be even 
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further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather than 
increasing the Council's asset base. 4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the educational 
outcomes of it’s pupils, being easily able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As such!, the 
location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but rather as an 
enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also refers to school 
grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are engaged with 
learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on the 
site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 5. Community The 
consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school in the village of 
Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. Throughout the 
consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the discussions. A new school 
in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are forecast to increase in these 
two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet this demand. This would result 
in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school was situated in Stackpole. 6. 
Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending Stackpole.

302 Stackpole all the way.

303 Keep the rural village ethos, small class sizes and superb teaching by moving all children to Stackpole school.  Waste of Pembrokeshire 
people's money by building a modern town school on a busy road when there is an existing excellent school which can hold all of the children 
involved.  The school should be at Stackpole.

306 Keep foundation phase at angle and move all other children to Stackpole.  Waste of tax payers money to build another super school when 
there is a perfectly good school with the capacity to hold all of the children involved.  Remembering also that the majority of the children 
involved are in Stackpole.

313 The school should be at Stackpole because of the many benefits of its location.

316 I strongly disagree to the proposal and would suggest that consideration be given to using the existing site of Stackpole School which could 
easily be extended but would actually accommodate all pupils in its current form immediately which would reduce the anxiety that pupils and 
parents are currently experiencing. The travel times cited in the consultation document are direct travel times and therefore when actual travel 
times are calculated, the number of pupils travelling long distances to a site in Hundleton will be higher than the small number of pupils that 
would have to travel from Angle to Stackpole. Additionally, the location of Stackpole School is unique and provides significant outdoor learning 
opportunities along with walking access to local beaches etc, the advantage of this should not be underestimated.

321 The school should be at Stackpole.

322 A total waste of money. Stackpole can accommodate all three schools with no additional expense.
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323 At a public meeting, Kate Evan-Hughes stated that further information would be provided regarding the following:  - The proposed location of 
the new school - The expected travel times for pupils (it became clear at the meeting that the travel times in the consultation document are 
incorrect as few pupils will be travelling directly to the new school) - The estimated costs of extending the Stackpole site/a cost comparison 
Unfortunately this information has not been received.  This would have provided local residents and parents with further information on which 
to base responses to the consultation.

324 Without the school Stackpole would lose its community.

326 Stackpole can cater for in excess of 120 pupils as it has in the past with minimal expense.

327 What a ridiculous waste of money. I strongly disagree. Stackpole school has so much going for it. How many other schools can walk to the 
beach. Walk to the woods for school projects.

328 Stackpole school has everything to offer. Breakfast club, playgroup, after school club. First class education with small classes where children 
are not just numbers. What more do we need?

329 Why should someone who knows nothing about the area have the right to come and close our local school?

330 Stackpole school is a wonderful school and I have many fantastic memories of my time as a child there. In particular going for walks into 
Stackpole woods learning about our local history and our environment. This is a truly unique learning experience, something which should be 
treasured and not taken from our future generations. It is our responsibility to make sure future children know what has been before them and 
the surroundings they are living in. I hope that you make the right decision, please look after our special community.

331 Majority of students involved now and in the future are from Stackpole.  Therefore the school should be situated in Stackpole.

332 Stackpole has a thriving on site playgroup, an established robust after school club, on site canteen, superb grounds and facilities. This makes 
no sense at all. The school should be in Stackpole because of cost implications, community impact, care of the children and their long term 
future education.

333 The most cost effective option has to be to maintain Stackpole school as the base for this new school.  The children will benefit from the 
increased numbers of students and teachers whilst maintaining the rural ethos of village education. The outdoor learning experiences will be 
taken away by building a new school on a busy road.  Gone are the opportunities to walk through woodland and to the beaches.  Devastating 
impact on education opportunities and the Stackpole community.

335 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows. 
1. Cost & Value for Money In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and 
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indeed, the guidance on the 21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st 
Century Programme is jointly funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be 
in the region of £5.5m which would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & 
extension of Stackpole School would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant 
opportunities and not just maximising grant funding. 2. Transport & Travel Times It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th 
September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred around the transport & travel times for pupils in 
the remote areas of the peninsular, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to 
Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole 
catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment 
travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it 
is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 
!28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit to how far children could be made to travel which raises the 
question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal. 3. Sustainability There is a clearly an environmental impact with 
regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site as there will still be the embedded carbon remaining within 
the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be 
even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more sustainable to utilise the Council's existing assets, rather 
than increasing the Council's asset base. 4. Location The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the 
educational outcomes of its pupils, being easily able to access the abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As 
such!, the location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but 
rather as an enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also 
refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are 
engaged with learning. Great grounds are inspiring, well-designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A 
school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects. 5. 
Community The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school 
in the village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. 
Throughout the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural / village ethos has been a constant factor in all the 
discussions. A new school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are 
forecast to increase in these two areas due to new housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size capacity to meet 
this demand. This would result in the school loosing it's "village / rural" ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school 
was situated in Stackpole. 6. Pupil numbers By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending 
Stackpole.

337 The travel argument has to be reconsidered as it is now clear that children travelling around the Stackpole catchment area (Castlemartin, 
Merion, St Twynnells, Warren, Bosherston, Stackpole and then Hundleton) will be travelling as long and as far as those travelling directly from 
angle to Stackpole directly.   I am very concerned that it was promised during the public meeting that the travel routes for Stackpole would be 
granted before the closing date of consultation and it hasn't happened.  Also that in an e mail I have seen, you are still stating that travel is the 
main factor.   There are far more children going to be travelling around the Stackpole catchment than those from angle?  This is very wrong 
and the council’s statistics are very misleading.  The school must be kept at Stackpole where the majority of children affected are from.  This 
is clearly a case of wanting to get hands on money available with disregard for the best options for our children, the community and the 
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people of Pembrokeshire.

338 Stackpole school has always thrived.  It is a direct result of the unstable recent circumstances that pupil figures have fallen considerably.  
Orielton by their own admission has struggled for the past 10 years and Angle village has an ageing population where numbers continue to 
fall. The projected figures show that it is Stackpole who will bring the majority of numbers to the proposed new school and for this reason, the 
school should be in Stackpole.

339 21st century education is already being delivered at Stackpole in its unique rural and coastal location.  The ICT expertise of ……………. has 
already been credited by the Guardian - national recognition of the work being undertaken by students currently at Stackpole school.   The 
majority of children involved in this process are from Stackpole now and in future projected figures. Travel is going to be very hard for 
youngsters driven around the Stackpole catchment area to Hundleton.   Community impact in Stackpole will be the hardest hit of all the three 
villages. The environmental impact of emptying three buildings will be vast.  (Let's hope they do not become derelict and fall to ruin as the old 
Burton school is now)  Cost will hit the community of Pembrokeshire hard - developing a new wing or refurbishing Stackpole would be 
considerably cheaper, a better environmental option and less impact of community hardship. All reasons concluded from your advantage list 
of why the new school should go ahead can be achieved at Stackpole school for a margin of the cost to the people of Pembrokeshire. A much 
lower environmental issue would also be had and less impact on the community loss.   It appears the fundamental reason for the council 
pursuing this option is money driven.  As Simon Hart said recently, "the council are determined to get their hands on this particular pot of 
money...local views seem to count for little" and it appears he is right. Your main reasoning came back to travel times - you will not produce 
travel routes for the Stackpole children travelling to Hundleton.  We have firmly established now that the times for Stackpole children travelling 
will have marginal differences to those travelling from angle to Stackpole.  Remembering that there are a greater number of children travelling 
now and long term in the Stackpole area to that of angle.  This argument is therefore inconclusive and it is very misleading and unfair to use 
this inaccurate information when compiling your main reason list! The new school should be situated in Stackpole.

340 I feel that this proposal is detrimental to all communities but particularly Stackpole. The standard of education at the school and the superior 
numbers within the school, compared to the other two, means that the impact on the community of Stackpole will be more on our village and 
our children. Furthermore the, as yet unreleased and if we are to believe the director of education uncosted, travel times will have a 
detrimental effect on pupils in terms of the quality of their education and their ability to participate in non curriculum activities that are aimed at 
pushing pupils to excel. Siting a school in an area renowned for heavy plant / delivery traffic is also a cause for concern in terms of the safety 
of our pupils. The plan also fails to take into account the impact of moving schools out of villages on the local community. The extra 
experiences that pupils gain from school contact with village sports clubs, churches and other community groups will be eroded and will make 
the pupils less rounded as individuals and will significantly reduce their learning capacity and their experiences as a global citizen. This has 
been proved within Pembrokeshire when schools have been combined in the mid county with detrimental results for pupils, schools and the 
community. This proposal is a purely a money saving activity by the county council which will not improve the quality of education but will have 
a significant impact on the lives of the unfortunate pupils that will be affected by this.

341 As somebody who excelled after attending Stackpole school I cannot understand the decision to close such an excellent establishment. The 
history of excellence and the high standard of activities that the school and community have provided have made me the person that I am 
today. I would hate it if all other local pupils don't get the same chance as me because of money saving activities by the council.
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342 A ludicrous proposal for all involved. How can you rip the heart out of our villages. This will not improve results. Quite the opposite. Tired 
children from all of the travelling and lack of opportunities to take part in extra activities due to catching the bus. Unbelievable.

343 I strongly oppose the plan to close all three schools on the peninsula and create a new build school on a site in Hundleton. I propose that 
Stackpole School should be the location for primary education on the peninsula.   Using your criteria my arguments are set out below.  Quality 
and future sustainability of education provision.  Under Current Standards Stackpole VC School was judged good or better. It is clear that 
Stackpole has higher regard from Estyn than the other two schools. And yet you want to do away with this?  Stackpole School is one only a 
few schools to have attained the gold standard in the Council’s own Sustainability Award Programme. This highlights that the Council already 
acknowledges Stackpole VC school to be sustainable.   Sufficiency and accessibility of school places.  We have sufficient places at Stackpole 
and there isn’t an issue of accessibility when distance is judged on a different criteria - in one meeting you say that Stackpole is too far for 
some children and in another you say there is not a limit to the travel times of school children. Regardless, we are after all only talking a 
matter of minutes.  The condition, suitability and standard of school buildings.  Your chart categorises Stackpole school building as inhibiting 
teaching methods. Improvements to Stackpole VC School can be attained for far less than it costs to build a life-limited-to-30 years new 
construction. Your chart states no designated parking. What then is the area to the side of the play-ground?  Do you consider the embedded 
carbon in the infrastructure of Stackpole School? A new build school for the peninsula will require the carbon included in materials and the 
fuel and energy carbon needed for construction equipment and laying all new services to a new site. You may calculate that operational 
carbon of a new school will be lower than that of Stackpole, we have a modern boiler that is only five years old and improvements to 
insulation would be blatantly more economical than creating an entirely new building. So your calculation does have to consider the 
embedded carbon of Stackpole School. As such why have we not been shown this data?  Value for money.  When considering the cost of a 
£5.5m new build against the potential cost of a refurbishment / extension of Stackpole (which bizarrely has not yet been costed!!), I fail to see 
how you could possibly conclude that a new build would provide optimum value for money. It could be construed that the Council is merely 
chasing grant funding for its own sake. Indeed, should the Council have to borrow to fund its £2.75m share of the total obligation, this would 
result in future generations being burdened with debt financing charges for a scheme that makes no economic, educational or environmental 
sense.

345 From angle but believe that Stackpole would be a better suited establishment, as there is room to extend and improve. But still the children 
will still benefit from a village school.

P1 I would like to add my views to the statutory consultation and have written a letter addressed to Kate Evan-Hughes, but in advance of the 
postal service, please find my views outlined here.

I wish to express my support for the proposal to discontinue Angle VC School, Orielton CP School and Stackpole VC School, and establish a 
new 3-11 Voluntary Controlled English-medium school for the Angle peninsula; the preferred site being in Hundleton.

I think that the consultation document issued in September 2015 was comprehensive and exhaustive in considering the needs of learners, 
present and future, and the communities spread across the Angle peninsula. Maintaining a school with a rural identity, on the Angle peninsula 
offers real choice and diversity in the Pembroke family of schools. The advantages of the proposal outlined in section 5.2 are indisputable.
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I would like to comment on a couple of points raised in the document. Regarding the community impact on Stackpole, last term I attended the 
Mother and Toddler Group, held on Thursday afternoons in Stackpole School, with my young daughter. On these occasions the numbers 
attending did not exceed 4, and 3 of us lived in Hundleton. My point is that the communities of Stackpole and Hundleton are fluid in this 
respect. My daughter now attends the playgroup held in Stackpole School in the mornings for which I make a payment to PCC. I would like to 
see this facility continue in the new school, as I am sure many other parents of pre-school age children would too.

I note that in this consultation document Stackpole School receives 60% attendance from within catchment, whereas this was the case for 
Orielton School at the time of the preliminary consultation. I would be interested in how many pupils actually live in the village of Stackpole 
and so are able to walk, scoot or cycle to school. Whichever site is chosen it will be impossible for this to be an option for all pupils, and I 
readily acknowledge that the pupils of Angle School are losing out in this respect, but I think that the potential for current and future pupils to 
arrive on foot is a significant feature of locating the new school in Hundleton.

I write this as a parent of a pupil in reception at Orielton School, as well as of a daughter attending the Stackpole School playgroup. I should 
add that I am also a parent governor at Orielton School and a Hundleton Community Councillor, and I know that you will receive the views of 
those two bodies as appropriate.

P2 As a resident of Stackpole village, a parent and grandparent I feel compelled to write to you regarding the Review of Education on the Angle 
Peninsula.

My children attended Stackpole School and now my granddaughter who lives in Bosherston is a pupil there. Enclosed is her heartfelt letter, as 
you can see from this letter she is doing extremely well with her literacy skills. She has just entered Year .. and can’t wait to attend school 
every morning.

Stackpole School is set in an outstanding area of natural beauty. Barafundle Bay being a short distance away and the magnificent historical 
Stackpole Woods just a stone’s throw away, providing an enriching learning experience for all pupils. In my opinion, I feel that Stackpole VC 
School provides a truly rural ethos enhancing a child’s education.

To retain a rural school within the Angle peninsula I would propose the refurbishment of Stackpole VC School.

I do not support the proposal to build a new school in the Hundleton area. I feel that it is only a short distance away from an existing school 
with surplus places available (Monkton).

I sympathise with Angle residents but feel that if children travelling on the school transport system from Bosherston and surrounding areas 
could be travelling for as long or possible longer than a straight run through from Angle to Hundleton. I would ask that this be taken into 
consideration.

My granddaughter attended the playgroup at Stackpole School. This proved to be a wonderful attribute to the school with the wrap around 
care provided when she started Nursery at 3 years old, enabling her to receive continuity and stability. I would hope that this facility is still 
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available as I also have a 1 year old grandchild who will be registered to attend.

Finally I would like to stress that Stackpole VC School is at the heart of the village. It enjoys the use of the most beautiful Stackpole Tudor 
church close by providing the Christian faith and values that make Stackpole such a kind, caring and family orientated school with a high 
standard of levels of attainment throughout the curriculum.

P3 Please can Stackpole School stay open.

I am .. years old and I live in Bosherston and I don’t want to go to a different school. I am very happy go into Stackpole School.

I will be very happy if you don’t make me go to another school because I love going to Stackpole School. I’ve been going there since I’ve been 
2 years old.

P4 I am very concerned about the current proposal for a new school to be located in Hundleton.  I feel that this is a poorly thought through option 
which will not deliver the best social, economic or environmental site for a school to serve the Peninsula.  

No option to re-model the existing Stackpole school has been adequately assessed, despite earlier consultations acknowledging that the 
existing school at Stackpole is in a satisfactory condition.  Such an option would be considerably cheaper than building a new school in 
Hundleton.  It would also ensure that the school was centrally located in the catchment which has by far the largest number of pupils.  The 
Stackpole site has significant advantages over Hundleton, not least its proximity to the coast, which enables fantastic opportunities for pupils 
to engage with nature, learning about the geography on their doorstep.  Redeveloping the school at Stackpole would offer the opportunity to 
create an exemplary eco-school, one not only sustainable in terms of its built fabric, but which also offers the opportunity to integrate 
sustainable development principles though its teaching methods. Re-modelling the Stackpole site would also remove the need to take up a 
new greenfield site in Hundleton village. 

The main reason identified for choosing the Hundleton site appears to be because of potentially greater travel distances for Angle pupils to 
reach Stackpole.  This is based on a number of false premises.  Firstly - Monkton school is only 8 miles from Angle (a 20 minute drive-time 
distance).  The Council report stated that Monkton school had been excluded from the consultation group because of 'cultural' differences.  
This is nonsense - parental choice exists providing all parents the right to choose which school their children travel to.  However, Angle 
schools parents' dislike of Monkton school should not be driving the entire decision around where to locate the school for the rest of the 
amalgamated catchment, particularly given the very small numbers of pupils which will be travelling from Angle in 2018!  There is a strong 
argument for justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an 
argument for justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, 
this could result in children from within the Stackpole catchment travelling greater distances and being on the bus for longer periods than 
those on a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole.  When considering this issue, it is important to consider the very great difference in 
pupil numbers anticipated by 2018 from the Stackpole catchment (68), in comparison with the Angle catchment (18).

I strongly urge Councillors to reject the identified preferred option of a site in Hundleton and instead explore the option of a partially re-
modelled school on the Stackpole site.
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P5 As statutory consultees a meeting was held by the governing body of Stackpole VC school to discuss a response to the current consultation 
on the education provision on the Angle and Castlemartin peninsula.

As a majority decision it was decided that the proposal put forward under statutory proposal cannot be supported by the governing body. It is 
accepted that the three schools cannot continue in their current format and that a new school comprising the three current schools be created. 
The governing body can support a variation of option 4c of the original options suggested, that is the closure of Angle, Stackpole and Orielton 
schools with a single school created using the refurbished and extended school site at Stackpole school.

This option was considered to be the most cost effective as the land and site are controlled by the council and would also retain the rural 
school ethos currently required and experienced by all pupils.

P6 I would like to take the opportunity to respond to the consultation:

1. I believe the County Council is missing a huge opportunity to make provision for all the community by only looking at the issue from an 
educational viewpoint. When all budgets are being cut I would have thought that other departments such as Social Services should 
have been involved so that the needs of the whole community could be considered. It is a bit of an affront in the present political 
climate to have multi-million pound buildings serving just part of the population for only part of the week, over just 36 weeks of the 
year. This is not using resources well or responsibility.

2. I do not feel any real effort has gone into seeing how the large site at Stackpole could be used. It has the benefit of a wonderful 
location with easy access to the ‘outside curriculum’. There is the benefit of continuity of site and with it a history of ‘belonging’ in a 
community. I cannot see the problem with building a new school in the playing fields, and then moving the children over, subsequently 
recovering the old area for ‘playing field’ use.

  Many say Stackpole is too far from Angle, but travel is part of rural life today and many children are well accustomed to journeys being 
part of their lifestyle. By my calculations it takes just over half an hour to make the journey. I do not think that excessive. Many parents 
choose to commute their children far greater distances to attend schools of their choice and there is little questioning of the detriments 
of those journeys.

3. No attention has been paid to the impact of the loss of schools in the villages and the further decline into an area where the cohesion 
of community has been lost. The future looks like it will require greater cohesion if we are to support all our population, and without this 
resource in the heart of the rural area the future looks bleak.
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4. Whatever the arguments, a new school is something I think all welcome, because we want our children to have the best opportunities 
in these formative years to reach their potential. It would be good to make that opportunity pay greater dividends by looking at the 
wider picture.

Wouldn’t it be good to see the dinner time being a time pensioners could go into school and get some lunch? For there to be adult play 
equipment for us all to ‘keep fit’, for space for evening classes and social clubs, choirs and bookclubs? The list is endless.

5.  This could be so good. Our taxes should be used to benefit all and although you work in just one department ur money should be 
used well. It is unlikely such a big capital investment will be made in the Angle peninsula for the next 50 years!

P7 As Statutory Consultees, Stackpole and Castlemartin Community Council have discussed the consultation document on two occasions and 
also held a public meeting to inform its view.

We are not in favour of your preferred location as we do not accept that you have made a good enough case to site the school in Hundleton 
rather than Stackpole. We regard both options as having merit but need comprehensive information to come down in favour of one or the 
other.

The council fully accept the need to reorganise primary school provision in the area as demographic change leading to falling pupil numbers 
with rising vacant places make the retention of three small schools educationally, financially and politically, unsustainable.

As Angle is the smallest, most costly per pupil school in the county and geographically isolated, we accept its closure is necessary. The 
condition of the building at Orielton, the only school in the county deemed unfit for purpose, makes its closure also inevitable. The conclusion 
in the report that educational, strategic and leadership considerations lead to a one site solution based on a fulltime FTE cohort of 120, with 
provision for 15-20 nursery places, is fully supported by the council. We note in the report, section 3, that you have a preference for a site in 
Hundleton, but with the possibility of the existing Stackpole school site being the location.

We had hoped to come to a firm response in favour of one of the two options above but, unfortunately, due to the lack of relevant information 
from the County Council, we are unable to do so, for the following reasons:

a) Location of the school - Where in Hundleton do you propose? A vague statement of “in the village” does not enable us to evaluate 
issues, such as access, parking, community or environmental impact

b) Transport arrangements - Details of publicly provided transport routes are essential if we are to assess its effectiveness in meeting the 
needs of children in our scattered rural area. These routes must be based on the needs of pupils expected to attend in September 
2017 and not, as in your analysis, attending in January 2015, almost 40% of whom will have already entered secondary education by 
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the time the new school is built. We accept that special attention must be given to pupils from Angle school but cannot agree that this 
is the primary consideration as suggested in your document.

c) Cost   The report merely reports an overall cost figure of £5.5 million with 50% coming from the Council’s reserves and matched 
funding from the Welsh Assembly Government’s 21st Century Schools Fund. This figure presumably includes the purchase cost of a 
site for the new school, the provision of off-road infrastructure and the decommissioning costs of Stackpole School, along with the 
others. As Stackpole school site, with its attendant playing fields and other outdoor facilities is already in Council ownership, and has 
the requisite services already in place, it would seem that considerable savings in the costs could be made by utilising the Stackpole 
school site, rather than investing extra money in an unnecessary green field development less than 2 miles away from an existing 
English medium primary school in Monkton. Unfortunately, your unwillingness to provide the costings for this option at this stage, again 
does not enable us to give proper consideration or to do a cost benefit analysis that could well result in saving Pembrokeshire Council 
Charge payers considerable amounts of money. The County Council’s view that these costings, amongst others, could be done when 
you are working on the business case for your preferred development scheme beggars belief, as by that stage the opportunity to 
influence matters will have diminished to virtually nothing.

We are, as you may gather, very disappointed that promises given at public meetings and in personal discussions with Council officers, that 
full information regarding travel arrangements, locations and costings would be available to us and others, to enable us to come to a 
considered response, have not been met.

We put it to you, that until full information is available, we cannot discharge our duty to properly represent the views of residents of our area. 
Consequently, we request that the period of consultation is extended until all the necessary information to enable propoer response is 
available. As we consider this is one of the most important decisions affecting the lives of whole communities on the Angle and Castlemartin 
peninsula, we are also copying this request to Councillor Pat Davies, the Chair of Children and Safeguarding Committee, Councillor Sue 
Perkins, Cabinet member with responsibility for education and Angela Burns AM.

P8 I do not support the proposal to close all three school and build a new school on a site in Hundleton. Whilst I support the merger of the three 
schools, the location of the new school should be at Stackpole. The reasoning for this proposal as follows:

The estimated cost of £5.5m of which the Council would be committed to capital expenditure in the region of £2.75m. Stackpole VC school 
currently has a capacity for 80 full time and 22 part time pupils. The existing building condition is described as ‘satisfactory with minor 
deterioration’. Money from the 21st Century Programme could be utilised to refurbish at least part of the building with a newly built ‘wing’ to 
accommodate any shortcomings in capacity/amenity.

Due to the rural aspect of the area, the travel distances and time will always present a challenge. Much consideration has been centred on 
transportation of Angle children. A direct shuttle bus for these children would be necessary wherever the school, but it must be taken into 
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consideration that the current pupil forecast for this area is only 19 (2020). Focusing on this year (2020) the forecast for Stackpole VC is 59 – 
over half of the total forecasted in a merger. Also, although direct travel times have been thoroughly listed in the consultation, it has been 
made clear that school bus transport would be favoured to avoid any congestion of cars at the school. Details of this proposed transport has 
not been available and due to the prevalence of small communities in the south of the peninsula, it has to be feared that children in these 
areas will be travelling for longer than the Angle children, as a single bus may have to provide for the entire area.

The community of Stackpole has a strong rural ethos, which is reflected in the school. Throughout this consultation, parents from across the 
peninsula have voiced this aspect extremely important in their existing school, especially those of Angle VC and Stackpole VC. Also, the 
current school at Stackpole provides a ‘hub’ for the village and community. There are no playing fields, parks or shops within the village. The 
cricket pitch, Church and church hall are all located well away from the village. Without the school the only community building would be the 
public house. There would be no focal point or amenities for young families and children to meet in the village. 

Stackpole VC stands in the heart of the National Park, providing easy access to nearby National Trust land, woodland and beaches. It would 
provide and excellent location for the new proposed merger of the three schools. It has extensive, established grounds which could be utilised 
for future expansion of the current schools footprint. It also provides a base for a new school which is away from neighbouring schools 
(Hundleton being only 1.5 miles away from another primary school at Monkton).

With the scattered population of the peninsula, distance will always be a factor in a merger. Falling pupil numbers seem to make a merger 
inevitable. However, I think it is extremely important to consider the assets we already have within this area. A new shiny school may seem 
appealing in the short term, but this appeal is short lived. Stackpole school has stood strong for 175 years, with some of the current pupils 
being at least 4th generation of their families. Any new purpose built facilities could be provided in a new ‘wing’ at a fraction of the of a 
complete new build.

I trust that consideration and thought can be given to these points as many members of the community consider them crucial in the decision 
of the location of the new school.

P9 I write to you as a resident of the Angle Peninsula and parent of a child formerly attending Stackpole VC School (now at secondary school).

On reading your consultation document I strongly disagree with your proposal to close Angle VC School, Stackpole VC School and Orielton 
CP School and build a new school in Hundleton. I propose that Stackpole VC School should be retained at its current site and pupils from the 
other two catchment areas on the peninsula be transported to the Stackpole site. This is one of your “Possible” options (Section 5.6). I wish to 
make the following points in regard to your proposal.

1. Purpose of Consultation

On reading the consultation document it seems self-evident that the whole purpose of this document is to persuade people that a new school 
be constructed close to Pembroke to take overspill pupils from that town to release pressure on Monkton, Golden Grove and Lamphey 
Schools. It is NOT about providing good education for the children of the Angle Peninsula.
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2. Rural v Urban Character

The three schools that the Council is proposing to close all have a rural village character. Stackpole in particular, has a pleasant and 
beneficial learning environment for local children, with fantastic access to outstanding National Trust/National Park landscapes and facilities.

Hundleton has an urban satellite character, sandwiched between urban Monkton/Pembroke, the Power Station and Valero Oil Refinery and 
cannot match Stackpole as a first class educational environment. Hundleton is barely on the Angle Peninsula geographically and a new 
school here would benefit Pembroke and not the children of the Angle Peninsula.

3. Transportation and Safety Concerns

Most of the children living on the Angle Peninsula would have to cross the rush hour traffic flows to and from the Valero Oil Refinery and the 
Power Station to get to Hundleton. The Highways Department has already had to put traffic calming measures in Maidenwells and there have 
been numerous accidents, several fatal, on the B4320.

Given the predominant wind direction, a Hundleton site would be downwind of the oil refinery and closer to the LNG storage/de-liquification/re-
gassing facilities on the Milford Haven waterway. If there was an accident or terrorist attack at any of these facilities, Hundleton would be one 
of the first locations to be affected. Conversely, Stackpole, being further away and in a more advantageous direction, is a safer location.

Surely the Council would be in breach of its duty of care in respect of the Health and Safety of the children by actually moving their school to a 
potentially higher risk area?

Whilst I am not in any way denigrating the oil and gas industry which is economically vital both locally and nationally, there have, 
unfortunately, been fatal accidents at their facilities.

4. Parking

Contrary to the Report’s ascertations, Stackpole VC School does have car parking next to the school which is used by the parents and staff. 
However, I do not know of any primary school in the Pembroke area which has adequate car parking facilities. This is evidenced by the 
highway chaos outside Golden Grove CP School every weekday.

5. Site of the Three Existing Schools

If the Council insists on building a new school to serve the Angle Peninsula, then it should be located ON the Peninsula. Redevelopment/ 
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improvement of Stackpole VC School, or a new school on the outskirts of Stackpole village would be a far better option. Stackpole has the 
best site of the three existing schools and the Council already has possession of the land.

CONCLUSION

From reading the consultation document it is clear to me that our County Council is actually not interested in providing the best education for 
the children of the Angle Peninsula. This is a smoke screen for what it is really striving to achieve – that is, a new school on the outskirts of 
Pembroke to cater for the increased numbers of pupils arising from new housing developments in Pembroke and Pembroke Dock. A new 
school located in Hundleton would be so close to Monkton/Pembroke that it would not really have a rural/village ethos, which is what I 
understand the Council is committed to achieving.

P10 I write to you as a resident of the Angle Peninsula and parent of a child formerly attending Stackpole VC School (now at secondary school).

I have read your consultation document and strongly disagree with your proposal to close Angle VC School, Stackpole VC School and 
Orielton CP School and build a new school in Hundleton. I propose that Stackpole VC School should be retained at its current site and pupils 
from the other two catchment areas on the peninsula be transported to the Stackpole site. I note that this option is viewed as “Possible” 
(Section 5.6) and my arguments in favour of this are as follows:-

1. Cost and Value for Money

It is, quite frankly, irresponsible of this County Council to be proposing to spend £5.5m on building a new school on the Angle Peninsula when 
a perfectly adequate school already exists on the Peninsula (Stackpole VC). I understand that the Welsh Government would fund half of this 
cost, but our Council would still have to fund £2.75m. Surely a simple upgrade of Stackpole School where deemed necessary would be a 
much more cost effective solution, especially considering the current economic climate of spending cuts?

I note that potential revenue savings from your preferred option amount to approximately £120,000 per annum (Section 5.7.2). This means 
that it will take nearly 23 years for the Council to break even on this proposal (£2.75m divided by £120,000 = 22.92 years approx.).

I also note that Stackpole VC School has been at its current site since 1840s and, with a few additions/modifications, is still being used 
successfully some 175 years later (Section 3.6). Can the Director for Children and Schools assure me that a new school built in Hundleton in 
2016/2017 will still be fit for purpose in 175 years time?

2. Location of Proposed New School and Transport and Safety Concerns

I find it quite alarming that the Council is proposing to build a new school at a site in Hundleton.

Has the Council fully considered the transport routes for children living in the Angle and Stackpole catchment areas? Travelling to Hundleton 
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for any of these children involves taking a route which is shared with all the traffic going to and from the Valero Oil Refinery and the Power 
Station which can be very heavy. Furthermore, from the Stackpole and Bosherston direction there are two dangerous junctions to negotiate 
(Kingsfold and the turn off the B4320 towards Hundleton) and a very unpleasant narrow stretch of road to share with oil tankers (between 
Maidenwells and the turn to Hundleton). From Angle there is the Refinery junction on the B4320 plus the Hundleton junction, and from 
Castlemartin there is the junction at the Speculation Inn plus the Hundleton junction. It is only a matter of time before a potentially fatal 
accident occurs. Traffic calming measures have already had to be installed in Maidenwells, which indicates that speeding is a problem on this 
route.

If Stackpole was retained as the school for the peninsula, children from Angle could travel via Freshwater West and Castlemartin – a much 
safer and more pleasant route. Stackpole catchment area children would be unaffected. Although the converse argument could be applied for 
children having to travel from Hundleton to Stackpole, I note that by 2020 the projected pupil numbers for the Angle Peninsula are 115 with 
Stackpole (59) and Angle (19) accounting for 68% of the total. (Section 3.4, Fig 3). Orielton catchment area children (37) would account for 
only 32% of the total number of children, so this obviously considerably reduces the risks involved.

3. Quality of Education

As I am sure the Director for Children and Schools is aware.

New school buildings do not equal good education.

Strong headteacher leadership, high quality teaching and support staff, a pleasant school environment and happy atmosphere equal good 
education.

It can be seen from Appendix B that Stackpole VC School offered all of the latter in 2009 and I have no reason to believe that this has 
changed since, yet this Council is proposing to close down this excellent school. I find this very difficult to comprehend.

4. Location/Environment

Stackpole VC School is set in a superb, possibly unique, location. Within a village, yet only a short walk from the woodlands, lakes, beaches 
and cliffs of the National Trust Stackpole Estate and the Pembrokeshire Coat National Park. What educational riches this offers! Add to this its 
extensive well established gardens and grounds and it has a school environment which most people can only dream about. The Council 
should be embracing this educational opportunity and doing everything in its power to hold on to and reinforce this jewel in the crown. It is 
beyond belief that the Council is proposing to throw these riches away in favour of building a new stereotypical school located at the extreme 
north east corner of the Peninsula, very close to Monkton and Pembroke, and barely on the Peninsula at all – in fact, almost urban rather that 
rural in nature, being potentially less than 1.5 miles from Monkton/Pembroke depending on exact location.

5. Pupil Numbers

It is a sad fact that our County Council has engineered the decline in pupil numbers at Stackpole VC School. I understand that a few years 
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ago pupil numbers were as high as 150 – certainly as recently as 2005, the FTE figure for Stackpole VC was 111.5 (Section 3.4) – with many 
parents choosing to drive from Pembroke so that their children could be educated at Stackpole, such was its reputation for excellence. This 
proves that all the children living in the Angle Peninsula could easily be accommodated at Stackpole VC and more children would most likely 
be attracted from other catchment areas so that capacity should be met comfortably.

The decline in numbers started when rumours developed about possible closure of the school, followed by removal of a full-time headteacher 
(by this I mean one who is on site 5 days a week). With the uncertainty, parents were then naturally concerned about choosing Stackpole 
School for their child, and so numbers went down.

By 2020, the projected pupil numbers on the Angle Peninsula are 115, with 59 of those being within the Stackpole catchment area – that is, 
over 50% of the total pupil numbers on the Peninsula (Section 3.4, Fig 3). It therefore makes no sense whatsoever to close the school in 
Stackpole.

It is also interesting to note from Appendix D that of the 141 pupils currently living in the catchment areas for the Angle Peninsula, 82% of 
them attend either one of the village schools on the peninsula (55%) or they choose to attend a village school elsewhere (27%). Only 18% are 
attending a larger urban school, and this may partly be due to the dual streaming at Golden Grove CP School which attracts 8.5% of the 
pupils, leaving only 9.5% of pupils attending a larger urban school of non dual streaming status. Conversely, 25% of the pupils attending one 
of the Angle Peninsula village schools live within the catchment area for a large urban school. Therefore I would suggest that, overall, parents 
prefer the learning environment of smaller village schools for their children.

6. Community

By proposing to close the three schools on the Angle Peninsula, you are proposing to rip the hearts out of those three communities. Appendix 
D of the consultation document states that Stackpole is the community most likely to suffer as it has no other focal point except a pub. 
Stackpole School is also used as a polling station. Stackpole VC School has always enjoyed outstanding links with the local community as 
evidenced by Estyn reports. If the Council closes Stackpole School, will it fund change of use to a village hall/community centre?

CONCLUSION

From reading the consultation document it is clear to me that our very own County Council is actually not interested in providing the best 
education for the children of the Angle Peninsula. This is a smoke screen for what it is really striving to achieve – that is, a new school on the 
outskirts of Pembroke to cater for the increased numbers of pupils arising from new housing developments in Pembroke and Pembroke Dock. 
A new school located in Hundleton would be so close to Monkton/Pembroke that it would not really have a rural/village ethos, which is what I 
understand the Council is committed to achieving.

I would strongly urge the Director for Children and Schools to re-consider the Council’s “Preferred” option for Education Provision on the 
Angle Peninsula and change it to the current “Possible” option of keeping Stackpole VC School at its current site and transporting the children 
from the other two catchment areas on the Peninsula to Stackpole. Please do not be the Director whose legacy it is to destroy the lives and 
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communities of the Angle Peninsula.

P11 In response to the consultation document 'Review of Education Provision on the Angle Peninsula:

I support the proposal for a new 3-11 school within Hundleton village.  I would wish there to be dedicated, safe transport for the children of 
Angle to minimise their travel times.  The new school should have a name not directly associated with the 3 schools being replaced and a 
uniform to reflect the new start.  I would hope that school facilities would also be available for use by the local communities.

I hope that a swift decision can be made to go ahead with this proposal in order that the children, parents and staff can look to the future with 
reassurance and enthusiasm.

P12 Please find my comments below on the expected proposal regarding the future primary education provision for the Angle Peninsula.

1. As a governor of Angle school I fully support the statement with provisos from governing body.

2. However I am disappointed that the exact venue for the school has yet to be confirmed and that no information regarding the transport 
details has been forthcoming prior to this response deadline.

P13 The governing body of Angle VC School are in favour of the proposal to close Angle, Orielton and Stackpole schools and build a single new 
VC school in Hundleton.

We support this proposal on the following provisos:

1. That a new school is built in Hundleton village.

2. That the local authority will make a commitment to extend transport provision to part-time pupils.

3. That consideration is given to improving the road between Angle village and the power station turn off.

4. That the local authority will ensure that the play park in Angle village is developed and maintained to keep a safe meeting area for our 
children in the village.

5. That any new school can be utilised by the local communities for adult education classes and local groups.

6. That the new school is designed with adaptable spaces that could be used to provide a pre-school playgroup with wrap-around care.
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7. That the size of the new school is restricted to 150 pupils.

8. That Angle VC School is adequately funded and supported over the next two years so we can continue to provide a high quality 
education to our pupils.

Thank you for considering our response.

P14 I am writing to express my objections regarding the proposed closure of 3 primary schools on the Castlemartin Peninsula – Angle, Orielton 
and Stackpole.

The proposed closures and the building of a new school to accommodate all 3 will have several detrimental effects on the area:
1. The closures will further isolate some of the remote rural communities in the county which are already poorly served by service 

providers of different kinds – transport, internet, let alone employment.

2. The closures will have a variety of negative impacts on the communities the existing schools serve – new families with children will not 
move to the villages but locate to the proposed site in Hundleton, which is a suburb of Pembroke nowadays. The three villages will be 
swamped with holiday-home owners and lose the hearts of their communities. Certainly in the case of Stackpole school, it is a historic 
school with close links to the Stackpole estate, and the school is very much at the centre of village life, both practically and 
psychologically. The loss of the school will alter the demographic of that community irrevocably, now and in the future. No doubt the 
same is true for Angle and Orielton.

3. I, like many others in the county and in the wider world, do not believe that large schools are the best way to serve our children’s 
educational needs. The larger the school, the greater the problems of bullying, peer pressure and the concomitant loss of confidence 
in individuality. Each child needs, especially at primary level, to feel he or she really belongs in their school, which at this educational 
stage should be familiar, very local, friendly, small-scale, personal, dedicated, and excellent – this certainly has been the tradition at 
Stackpole school, with generations of pupils nurtured by stable, enduring headships such as those of ……………………. (The falling 
numbers of pupils at Stackpole over the last few years – not including the departure of the German army children – has been caused 
by too fast a turnover of heads. This could so easily be remedied by rewarding heads of small schools with better pay and investment).

I understand that there are pressures to reform the three schools in some way, but I would propose investment in the existing institutions, 
rather than losing them in a new so-called super-school. Certainly if the pressures on Angle and Orielton are found to be overwhelming, 
Stackpole School is in a position to welcome all their pupils. This would be by far the cheapest option too, if the PCC has any thought for its 
tax payers. Stackpole has unique features to offer – an historic school with a tradition of excellence in all subjects and especially music, a 
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good playground, a garden, a magnificent playing field, even a view of the sea. It can also offer resources of the Pembrokeshire Coastal 
National Park and the Stackpole Estate, with its sites of special scientific interest and National Nature Reserve all within walking distance from 
the school. The proximity of these resources offer unparalleled educational opportunities for any child fortunate enough to be a pupil at the 
school – opportunities that the PCC must not overlook, opportunities that would be grabbed by councils all over the country if they had such a 
gift-horse staring them in the face.

My daughter and her friends (all local to the peninsula) are all horrified by the proposed closures – ‘where will our children go to school?’ they 
cry – for though they may, like so many before them, have the work outside the area for a while, all wish to return and bring up their families in 
these special communities. There may be short-term political reasons for these closures and the building of a single new school to replace 
them, but up-to-date research clearly shows that small is beautiful in rural communities all over the world, for a multitude of reasons – 
community, education, housing, business and the environment.

Rural schools for rural kids – this is what a green, environmentally-aware and forward-looking Wales needs. I hope that PCC will think again 
about these proposed closures and do the right thing by rejecting them. We need to build our communities on the most local level possible, 
not destroy them by ignoring them, their wishes and their needs, now and in the future. We need to serve our children where they and their 
families live, not at the whim of central planners.

P15 As an Angle VC School governor I write to express my support for a new build VC school in Hundleton with the following provisos:
1. There should be a minibus which runs directly back and forth from Angle and Hundleton.

2. Consideration to be given to road widening and improvements on the road between Angle and the Valero turn off.

Thank you

P16 EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE PREFERRED OPTION FOR A NEW SCHOOL ON THE ANGLE PENINSULA, PROPOSED BY 
PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

The clergy of Monkton Rectorial Benefice view favourably the proposal by Pembrokeshire County Council to close the schools at Angle, 
Hundleton and Stackpole, and replace them with a new-built VC school within the village of Hundleton, provided that suitable transport 
provision is made for pupils from outlying parts of the catchment area.

THE PAST AND FUTURE INVOLVEMENT OF THE CHURCH IN WALES IN THE SCHOOLS ON THE ANGLE PENINSULA

Hitherto, primary education on the Angle Peninsula has been provided at Angle VC, Orielton CP and Stackpole VC Schools. These all lie 
within the area of the (Church in Wales) Rectorial Benefice of Monkton, as do Golden Grove, Lamphey and Monkton Priory Community 
Schools.

The clergy of the Rectorial Benefice are the Revd Paul Nash (Rector), the Revd Canon Roger Jones (Vicar) and the Revd Geoffrey Howell 
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(Vicar), and the Readers are Mrs. Sally Denman and Mrs. Anita Howells. All three schools on the Peninsula receive regular pastoral care, and 
weekly assemblies and special services and events are provided by the ministry team in both VC and CP schools. Angle School has school 
services in church several times each term, and these are prepared by pupils and staff in co-operation with the Vicar. Many of the schools 
regularly have services in church for harvest, Christmas etc., and on many occasions pupils have come to church for ‘mock’ baptisms, 
weddings etc. Clergy are governors of each VC school (along with other foundation governors appointed by the Diocese of St. Davids) and 
also of Orielton CP School.

It should be stated that the primary objectives of the churches’ considerable involvement in the schools is not to proselytize or increase church 
attendance, though we are always pleased when pupils and staff feel themselves to be part of the wider church community and family. The 
aim is rather to contribute to the work of the schools in providing an ethos and framework broadly based on Christian teaching and values, in 
which pupils can develop for themselves their own personal moral and spiritual beliefs and resources for life.

The clergy team listed above agrees that the continuation of the three existing schools is not sustainable and supports the proposal to close 
the existing three schools and replace them with one combined school. We support the proposal that this should be a Church in Wales VC 
school, and should be keen to continue our involvement in the life and work of the new school.

We currently have nine churches (Monkton Priory, Pembroke St Mary, Angle, Bosherston, Hundleton, Lamphey, St Petrox, St Twynnels and 
Stackpole), and many of these churches have been used by the existing schools in a variety of ways over the years, which we should be 
happy to continue. Most of these churches have churchyards, and we are also responsible for the curchyards of six redundant churches in the 
area, most of which could also be used as a learning resource.

Should the preferred site in Hundleton be selected, St David’s Church, Hundleton, would be suitable for a wide range of activities as well as 
for worship. This is a small, modern church (capacity approx. 120), consecrated in 1934, situated a couple of hundred yards from the present 
Orielton School site. Car parking is available within the churchyard. The church committee has expressed a willingness for it to be reordered 
to facilitate greater use by the community, and it has already been used by Orielton School from time to time for special events. There are 
currently no toilet facilities or kitchen but the Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds funds from the sale of the former Hundleton 
Church Hall (which was also used for drama productions by the School). The church committee has expressed a wish to add toilet and 
kitchen facilities.

School events requiring a larger venue could be accommodated at either Monkton Priory or St. Mary’s, Pembroke, both of them within 
approximately two miles of Hundleton.

AFFIRMATION

The local clergy have been and remain highly committed to making a wide-ranging contribution to the life and work of schools in the area. We 
are willing to work with changes that may be necessary to ensure the continuing provision of a high standard of education in the area.

Any views expresses in this document do not necessarily reflect those of the governing body of any of the schools involved.
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P17 Response from Pupil 1 - 
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula schools. I don’t know if I support it because of the journey and I 
get travel sick. I prefer it would be the shortest distance as possible. It would be good if it was close to Angle because we have got the shop 
the beach the village hall and the Lifeboat station. We would like it to be in a close community setting.

Response from Pupil 2 - 
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle peninsula schools. I support the decision for us to have a new school built 
for us because it is a exciting opportunity because of the new school uniform and new resources. I would like the new to be built as close as 
possible to Angle Village because some people get travel sick. I would like it to be in Hundleton because we went on a trip and it took 1 hour 
to get to Stackpole.

Response from Pupil 3 -
I am writing to you in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle peninsula schools. I support this decision but on the other hand a lot 
of people are travel sick and a lot of people either live in Pembroke or Angle so people won’t want to be stopping and then driving because 
people will be sick and then we will end up with very stinky buses. However how will we sit this many people on the bus? We need a lot of 
buses because there will be probably over 100 at least and the bus with the most seats that I know has about 70 seats in. Three schools in 
one how will we manage that we would need a lot of buses.

Response from Pupil 4 –
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula schools. I don’t know if I support because I want Angle school to 
stay open but I want to make new friends. I would like the new school to be as close to Angle as possible because some people in my class 
have travel sickness.

Response from Pupil 5 –
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula schools. I support the decision to have a new school in 
Hundleton because it is the shortest route to have instead of having a route to Stackpole. The other day we had a trip to Colby Woods, the 
bus came from Orielton and came to pick us up then go to Stackpole and then to Colby Woods. It took one hour to get to Stackpole and most 
people here have travel sickness. I am excited for new friends, new resources and working WiFi at the new school. At the new school a park, 
beach, coastal path, shop, church and a village hall at the village which we are able to walk to, maximum time to the furthest thing to walk to is 
five mins because we have that. A new school will be a great opportunity to make new friends.

Response from Pupil 6 – 
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula schools. I support the decision because we will have new 
resources to work with and we will have exciting opportunities to make new friends. However we would like the new school as close as 
possible to Angle. We would like the school built in Hundleton so it’s not as big of a journey for the people who are travel sick. 

Response from Pupil 7 –
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle peninsula schools. I support the decision for us to have a new school built 
for us. New uniform for us. New resources and exciting opportunities but only if the school is built close as possible to Angle village like 
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Hundleton because my friends get travel sick.

Response from Pupil 8 – 
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula school. I support the decision because we have more resources 
to work and new school uniform and we will have exciting opportunities to make new friends. However we would like to have a new school 
built in Hundleton so if someone is travel sick it won’t be as long for them.

Response from Pupil 9 – 
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula Schools. I support the decision for us to have a new school built 
for us. I want a new school in Hundleton because Stackpole is further away and some of my friends get travel sick.

Response from Pupil 10 –
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle peninsula school. I support the new school to be in Hundleton because it is 
closer to us because when we went to Colby Woods it took one hour to get to Stackpole. Some people get travel sickness.

Response from Pupil 11 –
I am writing in response to the statutory consultation for the Angle Peninsula schools. I support the new school because we will have a brand 
new building. I get travel sickness, so I would prefer the bus journey to be the shortest distance as possible to Hundleton. A new school will 
provide new exciting opportunities and activities, for different year groups and individuals. I would like the new school in a community setting 
as close to Angle as possible because we have the beach, village hall, the church, the village shop and lifeboat station. We don’t want to lose 
the community feeling! I would like a new classroom and a new dining hall.

Response from Pupil 12 –
I am writing in response to the Statutory Consultation for the Angle Peninsula Schools. I support the decision for us to have a new school built 
for us at Hundleton. We would rather the new school built at Hundleton because it is the shortest distance we could have. The other day we 
went on a trip and we left Angle School at 9.30, and when we arrived at Stackpole VC School the time was 10.30, so we took 1 hour to arrive 
at Stackpole School. Some children would not want to travel two hours a day to get to school. Many of us at Angle school, are excited about 
the new colour uniform, new resources such as computers, pens, pencils, whiteboards, books, writing books, tables and chairs. We would 
have exciting opportunities like new friends, new teachers, more pupils and new resources. We would only like these new things if the school 
was at Hundleton. The bus journey to Stackpole would be to long and many people in Angle school get travel sick. All the young people would 
have to travel on a bus with no parents. Would the part timers have a separate bus to pick them up?

P18 I strongly disagree with the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton and propose an alternative 
solution for consultation, that Stackpole VC School be used as the base site for the Peninsula. The arguments for this proposal are as follows.

1. Cost & Value for Money
In the current economic climate the need for the Council to focus on delivering value for money is imperative and indeed, the guidance on the 
21st Century website outlines that the economic case for any proposal has to optimise value for money. The 21st Century Programme is jointly 
funded between Welsh Government & the Council. The Council have estimated the cost of the new school to be in the region of £5.5m which 
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would result in the Council committing to capital expenditure of £2.75m. A remodelling or a refurbishment & extension of Stackpole School 
would surely provide a more cost effective solution. We need to ensure that we are optimising any grant opportunities and not just maximising 
grant funding.

2. Transport & Travel Times
It was made clear from the public Meeting on 28th September that the main driver for building a new school on a new site in Hundleton centred 
around the transport & travel times for pupils in the remote areas of the peninsula, namely those in Angle. There is a strong argument for 
justifying a direct shuttle bus from Angle to Stackpole which would reduce travel times for this journey. There is less of an argument for 
justifying direct buses for children in the Stackpole catchment to Hundleton. Depending on the routes taken by the school bus, this could 
result in children from within the Stackpole catchment travelling greater distances & being on the bus for longer periods than those on a direct 
shuttle bust from Angle to Stackpole. Further to this, it is not uncommon for children to travel distances in excess of 30 minutes in other rural 
parts of the County. Indeed at the public meeting on the 28th September, the Director for Education stated that there was no limit on how far 
children could be made to travel which raises the question as to why this has been made the deciding factor in this proposal.

3. Sustainability
There is a clearly an environmental impact with regards to the increase in the carbon footprint of a new build on a green field site and there 
will still be the embedded carbon remaining within the 3 existing sites. Indeed, should the large playing fields & extensive gardens at 
Stackpole VC School be further developed, there would be even further loss of green space and increased carbon footprint. Surely it is more 
sustainable to utilise the Council’s existing assets, rather than increasing the Council’s asset base.

4. Location
The unique location of Stackpole VC School within the National Park enriches the educational outcomes of it’s pupils, being easily able to 
access abundant resources found in the nearby woodlands and beaches. As such, the location of Stackpole VC School should be viewed not 
as an obstacle to establishing it as the base school for the peninsula but rather as an enhancement to the schools educational outcomes. 
Following from this, the 21st Century Schools Programme guidance also refers to school grounds. It highlights that “in great school grounds, 
teachers feel confident in delivering the curriculum, and students are engaged with learning. Great school grounds are inspiring, well-
designed spaces”. Stackpole VC School has extensive, well established gardens. A school on the site of Stackpole could become a flagship 
school for sharing best practice in biodiversity & other ecological type projects.

5. Community
The consultation document states that the biggest community impact of the current proposal will be in Stackpole. Without a school in the 
village of Stackpole, there will be nothing left except a pub. There will no longer be a focal point for the community & its families. Throughout 
the consultation process, the need to maintain a school with a rural/village ethos has been a constant factor in all the discussions. A new 
school in Hundleton could, by virtue of its close proximity to Monkton & Pembroke and the fact that pupil numbers are forecast to increase in 
these two areas due to housing developments, result in a school that keeps increasing in size and capacity to meet this demand. This would 
result in the school losing its “village/rural” ethos. I strongly believe this would be less likely to happen if the school was situated in Stackpole.

6. Pupil numbers
By 2020, over half the pupils on the peninsula (59 of the forecast 115) will be attending Stackpole.
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P19 I do not support the proposal to close all three schools and build a new school on a site in Hundleton. A merger would seem inevitable, but the 
existing site at Stackpole should be utilised as the site for the ‘new’ school.

As a Stackpole resident and parent, I am concerned about the impact on the village and surrounding area if we were to lose the school.
It is a rural area and the school provides an amenity and focus point for young families. Without the school, the only community building would 
be the pub. There is no village hall, shop or playing field. It would be very detrimental to the village if there were no reason to bring together 
outlying residents from the farms and hamlets in the area. The church, church hall and cricket pitch are all situated nearly a mile from the 
village. 

Of the three schools in question, one has become quite dilapidated, one extremely small. Stackpole school building has been described in the 
report as ‘satisfactory with minor deterioration’ and with a current capacity of 80 full time and 22 part time places. The 21st Century 
Programme could be utilised to part fund a new wing on this building, to provide extra capacity and facilities. The school has extensive 
grounds to accommodate this extension and car parking etc. This must surely be more economic than a complete new build on a green field 
site, and better use of the Council resources. 

Much consideration has been given to the transport of Angle children, which it has to be agreed, will always be an issue. Very little thought 
seems to have been given to the transport of children to the south of the peninsula. These communities are quite small and dispersed. They 
would all be eligible to transport if the school site were in Hundleton. I fear that children in these areas would be travelling considerable 
distances before reaching school, as the number of children may only warrant a single bus, for the whole area. It must also be remembered, 
that according to the pupil forecast, over half of the children in question are already due to be Stackpole school (2010).

A ‘new’ school at Stackpole could become a flagship school for families who appreciate the rural ethos of the existing three schools. It is 
situated in the heart of the National park with easy access to National trust sites. Hundleton is only 1.5miles from Monkton primary, and not far 
from Pembroke. Hardly a rural site. We are fortunate to have a functional building of sound structure in Stackpole, which is valued by local 
families who have attended this school for generations, with enough grounds to support an extension or new wing. This should not be 
overlooked in favour of a new building on a green site.

Members of the community consider these points crucial in the decision on the siting of a ‘new’ school. I hope you are able to give serious 
consideration to these points. 
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APPENDIX D
Estyn’s response to the proposal to discontinue Angle VC School, Orielton CP 
School and Stackpole VC School, and establish a new 3-11 Voluntary 
Controlled English medium school for the Angle peninsula. 

This report has been prepared by Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Education and 
Training in Wales. 

Under the terms of the School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 and its 
associated Code, proposers are required to send consultation documents to Estyn. 
However Estyn is not a body which is required to act in accordance with the Code 
and the Act places no statutory requirements on Estyn in respect of school 
organisation matters. Therefore as a body being consulted, Estyn will provide their 
opinion only on the overall merits of school organisation proposals. 

Estyn has considered the educational aspects of the proposal and has produced the 
following response to the information provided by the proposer and other additional 
information such as data from Welsh Government and the views of the Regional 
Consortia which deliver school improvement services to the schools within the 
proposal. 

Introduction 

The proposal is by Pembrokeshire County Council. 
It is proposed that the local authority: 

 close the existing Angle, Stackpole and Orielton Primary schools on 31 
August 2017 

 establish a new 3-11 English Medium Church in Wales Voluntary School to 
serve the Angle Peninsula with effect from 1 September 2017 

 establish the new school on a new site in the village of Hundleton 
 retain the current catchment boundaries of the existing three schools to serve 

the new school 

Summary/ Conclusion 

It is likely that the current proposal will at least maintain education provision and 
outcomes for pupils in the area. 

Description and benefits 

The proposer has set out a clear rationale for the proposal. This focuses well on the 
advantages to pupils of a new, larger better equipped school building and 
improvements in provision that may be possible under the current proposal. The 
proposer, reasonably states for each school, that due to the low numbers of pupils in 
each cohort any analysis of pupils’ attainment should be treated with caution. 
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The proposal outlines clearly, and in good detail, what the local authority considers 
to be the advantages of the plan. However, the proposer has not considered any 
disadvantages to the proposal sufficiently well.      

The proposal notes that consultation with the Director of Education for the Diocese 
of St David’s took place prior to the publication of this consultation document. 
Following this consultation, ‘the new school will be a Church in Wales Voluntary 
Controlled Primary school’ and ‘will have a religious character which will conform 
with the doctrines of the Church in Wales’. There may be parents who do not wish 
their child to attend a school with a religious character, however, the proposal states 
that the nearest non-denominational school is situated 1.8 miles from the proposed 
new school. 

The proposer appears to have considered a good range of alternatives when 
considering proposals for education in the area. Within the consultation, five other 
options are notes as ‘possible’ along with the proposed option. However, the 
proposal does not make clear enough why these five options were discarded in 
favour of the proposal in this document.
 
The proposer has considered travel times in detail when deciding on a site for the 
proposed new school. From this, it appears that site selection has been made so as 
to ensure the travel time to school is kept to a minimum for as many pupils as 
possible. However, the impact on younger pupils is unclear as the proposer states 
only that, ‘consideration will be given to extending provision to early years pupils 
where it is considered that travel times/distances are prohibitive to parents and some 
may have a considerable distance to travel.’ Also, the proposal has not considered 
well enough the impact that increased travel time may have on some pupils’ ability to 
access important provision. For example, how would these pupils be able to access 
any breakfast club or take part in any after-school, extra-curricular activities if 
attending the new school meant using local authority provided transport? 

The proposal appears to create a few surplus places in the new school, as 
compared to current figures in the three separate schools. However this number is 
relatively small and appears to take into account projected pupil numbers well. Of 
note, is the number of part-time places for younger pupils proposed in the proposed 
new school. The local authority proposes to create fewer places at a new school 
than the number of part-time pupils in the three existing schools. As the proposal 
does not provide any projected figures for the future number of part-time pupils, it is 
not possible to comment on the proposed new school’s ability to accommodate 
these pupils. 

The proposer has considered appropriately the impact of the proposal on other 
primary schools in the area. The local authority notes that a high proportion of pupils 
in the catchment areas of two of the schools in the proposal do not, at present, 
attend their local school. However the breakdown of pupils attending other local 
schools, provided in the proposal, shows that numbers for each school are relatively 
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low and therefore the proposal is unlikely to have a significant impact on other local 
schools. 

The proposal notes that the closure of the three primary schools may have an impact 
on the local community. For example, the proposal notes that Stackpole Primary 
School provides a breakfast club, an after-school club and that a ‘mother and toddler 
group’ meets at the school for two hours a week. However, the proposal is unclear 
about how these issues may be addressed, noting only that ‘consideration will be 
given to the provision of community facilities within the new school should this be 
feasible’ and that the provision would be available for community use but only 
outside of school hours. 

None of the three schools considered in the proposal, or the proposed new school, 
provides education through the medium of Welsh, except where Welsh is taught as a 
second language. The proposal would appear to have no impact on Welsh medium 
provision in the local authority. The local authority does state, however, that in the 
three schools mentioned in the proposal that ‘Welsh is taught as a second language 
at key stage 2’. It should be noted that Welsh is also a compulsory element of the 
Foundation Phase in all schools in Wales. 

Educational aspects of the proposal 

The proposer has considered the impact of the proposal on the quality of the 
outcomes, provision and leadership and management in general terms. However, it 
provides no analysis of the three existing school’s data in order to support the case 
that establishing a new school from the three existing schools would ensure that 
standards would be maintained or continue to rise. However, the proposer does, 
state for each school, that due to the low numbers of pupils in each cohort any 
analysis of pupils’ attainment should be treated with caution. The proposal 
reasonably assumes that creating a new, more modern school with a larger staff will 
improve and broaden provision for pupils. The consultation notes accurately that two 
of the three schools in the proposal have attendance figures consistently in the lower 
50% when compared with similar schools. The proposal considers this can be 
improved in a new, larger school. However, they have not provided sufficient 
evidence to substantiate this. 

The proposal outlines clearly the arrangements for creating a shadow governing 
body. This appears to give equal representation to all schools. When considering the 
impact of the proposal on the quality of leadership, the proposal places much focus 
on the actions of the current Headteacher and his actions to date. However, the 
proposal notes that it will be the responsibility of a shadow governing body made up 
of governors from the three existing schools to ‘appoint a Headteacher’. 
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The proposer notes that if the proposal proceeds then a new school will be built. 
From this, it assumes reasonably that with a larger staff and improved facilities, the 
ability of the school to deliver the National Curriculum requirements of the 
Foundation Phase and key stage 2 curricula will be strengthened. 
The proposal makes a general note that ‘provision for pupils with Additional Learning 
Needs will be strengthened to provide more dedicated support in a wider range of 
specialist areas’. It also notes than any new school will be fully accessible. However, 
it has not considered the impact of the proposal on pupils with Special Educational 
Needs in sufficient detail. 

The proposal does set out a timescale that would keep the three current schools 
open until September 2017, by which time it assumes any new school will be ready 
for occupation.


